
Working collaboratively to raise aspirations



Four universities working in partnership to inform 

young people about university, and how to get there

– Royal Holloway, University of London

– University for the Creative Arts

– University Centre Farnborough at Farnborough College of 

Technology

– University of Surrey

What is HEON?



Meet your Student Ambassador from Royal 

Holloway

Who are we?



What can I do with a 

degree?

Choices to courses to 

careers

Consider where this might lead 

Careers

Discover your pathway to HE

Choices

Explore the possibilities at university

Courses



What are your options?



Pathway 

activity

Your A3 sheet is an unfinished career pathway

- Empty the envelope

- Read the bold underlined cards first

- Find the short bullet pointed information to 

match these cards

- Place the joined up cards on your pathway



Pathway 

activity

– Does yours 

look like this?

– Some of the 

cards may 

overlap. 

– There is no 

real ‘right 

answer’.



After year 12?

Here are just 

some of the 

pathway 

options for 16-

18 year olds.



After Year 13…?

Study

CollegeUniversity

Work

Higher 

Apprenticeships

Different course styles and outcomes?

What’s it really like? How to apply?

Combine study and work 
after Sixth Form



University

Why uni?



Improve your 
employability and 
potential earnings over 
time

Develop valuable 
skills to take into 
your working life

A degree is needed 
for some careers

Opportunities to 
study or work 
abroad

Get involved with 
clubs and societies

Opportunity to live 
away from home -
independence

Fun and new friends

Why uni?

Study your favourite 
subject in greater 
depth

University



Using the prospectuses, research some different course options 

and jot down some basic information on your sheets. 

Other things to consider when looking at courses: 

- Does the course come with any work placement or study abroad opportunities?

- Where is the university located? 

- What kind of social or extracurricular opportunities are there?

Finding courses

ACTIVITY



How do you pick a course? 

Course -?

Love 
your 

subject

Just 1 
subject…

…or two 
subjects?!

3 or 4 
years?

Academic 
or 

Vocational

Entry 
grades?

Done the 
right A-
Levels?



 Consider your options – what do you want to do after Year 11?

 Ask somebody – a current student, someone who has a career 

you’re interested in

 Use your links page - look at a few universities and courses – ask 

questions, find your favourites

Summary

Any questions?



Links 

Don’t forget to 

use your quick 

links sheet to 

find out more 

about your 

choices, 

courses and 

careers.


