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Excellence  •  Character  •  Aspiration 
 

🏛🏛  Subject Vision — Why Music Matters 

Our Vision   
Year 13 completes the two-year BTEC Extended Certificate in Music Performance. Pupils complete one optional unit matched to 
their individual strengths and specialism, before culminating in Unit 3: Ensemble Music Performance — a synoptic, externally 
assessed performance to a live audience that draws together every skill developed across the qualification. This final unit is 
deliberately positioned at the very end of Year 13 so that pupils bring the full weight of their two years’ training to their most 
public and highly weighted assessment. 

Our Three-Strand Purpose 
▸  Knowledge — a specialist skill developed in depth through the chosen optional unit — Composing Music, Music Performance 
Session Styles, Solo Performance or Improvising Music; the demands of ensemble repertoire chosen from the exam board’s 
published list. 
▸  Disciplinary Thinking — reflecting critically on personal performance and development, using feedback to drive continuous 
improvement; managing independent learning and vocational deadlines to produce authentic, professionally presented 
evidence. 
▸  Skill — performing confidently and accurately as part of an ensemble of three to eight performers under controlled, 
externally assessed conditions, responding to repertoire choices and audience context. 

 

🧭🧭  Curriculum Journey — Learning Sequence by Term 

SEMESTER 3 SEMESTER 4 END OF COURSE 

Optional Unit (Semester 3) Unit 3 — Ensemble Music Performance (Semester 4) Final Assessment + Progression 

One specialist unit — Composing Music, Music Performance Session Styles, Solo 
Performance, or Improvising Music — chosen to match individual strengths and 
specialism; placed at the start of Year 13 to give a focused period of skill 
development that directly feeds the ensemble work to follow. 

The externally assessed, synoptic unit delivered last: pupils choose three songs from 
a list published by the exam board and perform them within an ensemble of three 
to eight performers under controlled conditions, applying the theory, 
professionalism and specialist skill built across the whole qualification. 

The live ensemble performance to an audience is the culminating, most highly 
weighted assessment of the course; final grading combines Units 1–3 and the 
optional unit into the overall BTEC outcome, supporting progression into higher 
education, conservatoire training, apprenticeships or employment in the music 
industry. 

A Spiral Curriculum  Year 13 completes the vertical spiral from KS3/KS4: GCSE Component 1 Performing becomes sustained ensemble and solo performance at a professional standard; theory from Unit 1 and professional awareness from Unit 2 in Year 12 
underpin every rehearsal decision and repertoire choice in the synoptic Unit 3. The optional unit lets each pupil deepen a personal specialism before that skill is folded into the final ensemble performance — the single assessment that draws together everything 
built across the two-year qualification. 

 

📝📝  Assessment Information 

How Pupils Are Assessed 
▸  PATHS against Pass/Merit/Distinction — every submission marked directly against Pearson criteria, referenced by number, 
never generic praise 
▸  Rehearsal logs — ongoing formative feedback on independent problem-solving and rehearsal discipline through PATHS 
▸  Dry-run performances — built into the delivery plan ahead of the external Unit 3 assessment window, replicating real 
conditions 
▸  Criterion-referenced resubmission — portfolio evidence for the optional unit revised and checked against specific unmet 
criteria before sign-off 

Formal Assessment by Unit 
▸  Optional unit — internally assessed coursework in the chosen specialism, marked against Pass/Merit/Distinction criteria 
▸  Unit 3 — externally assessed, synoptic Ensemble Music Performance to a live audience — the culminating BTEC assessment 
▸  Overall qualification — combined outcome across Units 1–3 and the optional unit determines the final BTEC grade 

 

⭐  PATHS Marking Framework 

 
Every formal assessment is followed by feedback using PATHS — the school's consistent feedback model. No PATHS cycle is complete until the pupil has responded. 

 Element What it means Example in Year 13 

P Positive Comment Specific, criterion-linked praise — never generic. “Your ensemble balance in rehearsal shows genuine listening to the other performers — this meets the 
Distinction criterion for ensemble awareness.” 

A Attainment (Grade) A clear statement of the current Pass/Merit/Distinction standard, referenced to the specific 
criterion. 

“This rehearsal currently meets all Pass and Merit criteria for ensemble performance. It does not yet meet the 
Distinction criterion for stylistic interpretation.” 

T Target to Improve One specific, prioritised target tied to the next unmet criterion. “Your next step is to add stylistically appropriate ornamentation in the second verse to meet the Distinction 
criterion.” 

H How-to Instructions Concrete steps the pupil can follow. “(1) Listen to a reference recording of the same song; (2) identify one ornament used; (3) rehearse it in 
isolation before adding it back into the full ensemble run.” 

S Student Response Pupils revise their performance directly, referencing the target met. The teacher checks the next rehearsal run against the specific criterion before it is signed off as achieved. 
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