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Excellence ¢ Character ¢ Aspiration

fil Subject Vision — Why Music Matters

Our Vision

Year 10 marks the formal beginning of GCSE study, the year in which pupils move from broad musical exploration at Key Stage 3
to disciplined, examination-focused musicianship. By July of Year 10, every pupil should be able to apply the MAD T SHIRTT
framework to unfamiliar listening extracts, write structured extended responses using precise musical vocabulary, perform a
solo piece to an increasingly polished standard, and have begun original composition coursework using industry-standard
software. Year 10 lays the technical and analytical foundation on which the examined coursework and terminal examinations of
Year 11 are built.

Our Three-Strand Purpose

» Knowledge — the MAD T SHIRTT framework (Melody, Articulation, Dynamics, Tempo, Structure, Harmony, Instrumentation,
Rhythm, Texture, Tonality); the Areas of Study — Popular Music, Chamber and Ensemble Music, and Film Music; the set work
Africa by Toto in quotable, exam-ready detail.

» Disciplinary Thinking — applying MAD T SHIRTT to progressively more demanding, unfamiliar listening material; writing
extended 8- and 10-mark comparative responses; extracting exam-reward detail from a single deeply studied set work.

» Skill — building solo performance fluency across six half-terms; Free Composition using Soundtrap to a complete first draft;
extended analytical writing under increasingly exam-like conditions.

& Curriculum Journey — Learning Sequence by Term

TERMS 1-2

TERMS 34

TERMS 5-6

Performing Foundations + Popular Music

Chamber & Ensemble + Film Music

Set Work + Free Composition

Unit 1 establishes the shared MAD T SHIRTT analytical language alongside early solo
performance rehearsal; Unit 2 applies the framework to Rock ‘n’ Roll, Rock Anthems
and Pop Ballads with extended 8-mark comparison of contrasting extracts, while

performance rehearsal continues in parallel. unfamiliar material.

Unit 3 covers Orchestral, Jazz and Blues, and Musical Theatre with end-of-unit
listening assessment including an 8-mark extended response; Unit 4 studies Film
Music with a 10-mark extended response, applying MAD T SHIRTT to progressively

Unit 5 narrows to Africa by Toto in deep, quotable detail before pivoting to the start
of Free Composition using Soundtrap; Unit 6 is dedicated entirely to developing that
coursework to a complete first draft, ready for final refinement in Year 11.

1 performance and Component 3 examination preparation.

A Spiral Curriculum The listening and appraising skills built through KS3 Tier 2/3 vocabulary work and the practical performance experience of KS3 keyboard and ensemble work form the direct foundation from the first lesson of Year 10. Term 1’s MAD T SHIRTT
framework underpins every appraising task for the rest of the two-year GCSE course; performance rehearsal begun in Term 1 continues in parallel every half-term; and Free Composition, begun in Term 5, is refined to completion in Year 11 alongside Component

@ Assessment Information

How Pupils Are Assessed

» Knowledge tests — scheduled across every unit on vocabulary, features and instrumentation for each Area of Study

» Summative unit assessments — bassline theory tests, half-termly instrumental assessment, and end-of-unit listening
assessments with extended responses

» PATHS on extended writing — every 8- and 10-mark response returned with level-descriptor language against the GCSE mark
scheme

» Performance logs — recorded practice logs tracked half-termly alongside written or verbal PATHS feedback

Formal Assessment by Unit

» Unit 1 — bassline theory assessment (Grade 1), half-termly instrumental assessment, and end-of-term MAD T SHIRTT theory
test

> Units 2-4 — knowledge tests plus an end-of-unit listening assessment with an 8- or 10-mark extended response for each
Area of Study

» Units 5-6 — knowledge tests on the set work; Free Composition coursework developed to a complete first draft

& PATHS Marking Framework

Every formal assessment is followed by feedback using PATHS — the school's consistent feedback model. No PATHS cycle is complete until the pupil has responded.

Element What it means

Positive Comment A genuine, content-specific strength.

Example in Year 10

“Your identification of the syncopated rhythm in this Jazz extract is accurate and precisely worded.”

Attainment Mark / Grade

Where the pupil is performing against the GCSE mark scheme, using level-descriptor language.

“Your response is performing at the middle band (4/8). To reach the top band you need to compare both
extracts directly rather than describing them separately.”

Target to Improve One specific, actionable target — never more than one.

“Your next step is to name the specific device used in bar 8 of the set work (a pedal note) rather than describing
it generally.”

How-to Instructions Concrete, replicable, step-by-step guidance.

“To directly compare two extracts: (1) identify one shared feature; (2) identify one point of difference; (3)
explain the effect of that difference using named musical vocabulary.”
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Student Response Pupils respond in writing, or verbally with a recorded log for performance.

Pupils acknowledge the target, improve a specific section using the How-to, and note what they will do
differently next time.
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