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How to Use This Booklet

This booklet contains the vocabulary for all five Year 9 Construction units. The first four units map directly to the Edugas CTBE
specification topics (ACI1.8, ACI.7, ACI.3, ACI.2) — the theory you will be quizzed on every lesson via WOTC. The fifth unit covers the
practical vocabulary for all three trades. Words marked "E" are expected of every pupil. Words marked "A" are aspirational stretch words
that demonstrate high-level understanding in the online exam and written NEA evaluations.
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A Note for Parents and Carers

Welcome to your son's Year 9 Construction vocabulary booklet. This document is one of the most important resources we will give him
this year, and it serves two distinct purposes. We are asking for your help to use it well.

The two purposes of this booklet

First, this booklet supports the Edugas CTBE theory programme. Year 9 students study four theory topics independently — Health &
Safety, Trades & Careers, Buildings & Structures and the Built Environment Life Cycle — via weekly revision booklets and 10-question
Google Form quizzes. Every lesson begins with one quiz. The vocabulary in Units 1—4 of this booklet is the vocabulary of those quizzes.
Students who know these words precisely will score higher on every quiz and will be well prepared for the online examination if they
continue to Year 10—11.

Second, this booklet supports the practical NEA write-up. Students produce a portfolio for each of the three trades (Carpentry, Electrics,
Plumbing) that includes a job specification, success criteria, risk assessment, photographic evidence and written evaluation. The vocabulary
in Unit 5 — Practical Trades — is the language of those tasks. Students who use terms like 'SMART success criteria', 'L/N/E', 'speed-fit
fitting' and 'compression fitting' accurately in their NEA evaluations score in the higher Indicative SCOPE bands.

How this booklet is organised
For each of the five units, words are marked as either:
* Expected (E) — every pupil is expected to know, spell and use these by the end of the unit. These are the minimum for passing the
WOTC quizzes and completing a satisfactory NEA.

*  Aspirational (A) — stretch words for pupils aiming for the highest SCOPE bands. These are the vocabulary of an expert
construction professional.

How vocabulary will be tested
Your son will be tested on this vocabulary in three ways:
*  Weekly WOTC quiz: one 10-question Google Form quiz per lesson, testing one sub-topic per week. Six quizzes per half-term, 36
quizzes across the year.

*  Mock exam (HTS5, Lesson 5): a 10-question Eduqgas-style Unit | exam question set, self-marked using the mark scheme. Students
identify their weakest topic for spaced retrieval.

*  NEA write-up: vocabulary is embedded into every slide — job specifications, risk assessments and evaluations all reward precise
technical language.

How you can help at home

Ask your son: 'What does HASWA stand for and what year was it?' "What is the difference between a brownfield and a greenfield site?'
'What is an olive in plumbing?' '"What does CSCS stand for and why do you need it on site?' If he can answer fluently, without looking, he
knows it. The metacognitive strategies on the next page give him the most effective tools research has identified for vocabulary retention.
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How to Learn Vocabulary by Heart

'Learning by heart' means committing words to long-term memory so they can be retrieved fluently in a quiz, in an exam, in a written
evaluation, or on site when a supervisor asks 'what does RIDDOR require?' Below are five strategies, used in this order, that will get you
there.

|I. Look, Cover, Write, Check

Look at the word and its definition. Cover them. Write the word and definition from memory. Uncover and check. Repeat any you got
wrong. The act of effortful retrieval is what builds memory — copying does not work.

2. The Leitner System (Spaced Practice with Flashcards)

This is the single most effective strategy for vocabulary. Make flashcards: the word/acronym on one side; the definition and example on the
other. Sort into three boxes:

* Box | — review every day. Words you do not yet know.

* Box 2 — review every three days. Words you got right once.

* Box 3 — review once a week. Words you got right twice in a row.

When you get a Box 2 or Box 3 word wrong, it goes back to Box |. This works particularly well for acronyms (HASWA, RIDDOR,
COSHH, PUWER, PPER, CSCS, CIOB, RICS, RIBA, ICE, SIPs, DPC) — there are many in Construction and the Leitner system ensures
you spend the most time on the ones you keep forgetting.

3. Dual Coding — A Word, A Picture, A Sentence

For every Tier 3 word, draw a small sketch and write a sentence using it in a construction context. A sketch of a CSCS card next to the
words 'CSCS card' is worth ten readings of the definition. The brain stores images and language together — use both.

4. Self-Quizzing Out Loud

Close the booklet. Say the definition aloud in your own words without looking. Then check. If you can say it correctly, in full sentences,
without notes, you know it. Speaking forces retrieval — and retrieval is what builds memory. This strategy is particularly effective for
multi-word acronyms: say 'HASWA stands for Health and Safety at Work Act, 1974. Employers must provide a safe workplace and safe
systems of work.'

5. Use the Word in Writing

A word you have used correctly in a sentence is a word you own. Write a short paragraph using as many words as you can in a correct
construction context. Bring it to your teacher — they will gladly read it. The Aspirational words in this booklet are unlocked through this
strategy — they appear in the highest SCOPE bands and in the Edugas exam mark scheme at the top levels.

A Weekly Routine That Works

Try this every week — about 45 minutes total:

* Monday — 15 mins. Look-Cover-Write-Check on this week's WOTC quiz topic words.
*  Wednesday — |5 mins. Leitner-system review of all current flashcards (acronyms first).

* Friday — I5 mins. Self-quiz out loud, then write one paragraph using five words correctly.

Excellence * Character * Aspiration | For pupils, parents and carers



Carshalton Boys Sports College | Construction | Year 9 Vocabulary | Eduqas CTBE | 2026-2027 Page 5
Tier Markers — Expected and Aspirational

Throughout this booklet, every word is marked with one of two letters in the right-hand column:

E — Expected A — Aspirational

Every Year 9 pupil should know, spell and use these words by Stretch words for pupils aiming for the highest SCOPE bands
the end of the unit. These are the minimum for passing WOTC and preparing for the Edugas CTBE online exam at Y| |. These
quizzes and completing a satisfactory NEA portfolio. are the vocabulary of an expert construction professional.

How vocabulary connects to assessment in Year 9 Construction

Year 9 Construction assessment has two formal components: the WOTC quiz (one per lesson, 36 across the year) and the NEA portfolio
(Mock NEA for all three trades). Vocabulary underpins both.

In the WOTC quizzes, questions are directly drawn from the CTBE specification's AC topic content. A student who knows what
RIDDOR requires, what a QS does, what SIPs stands for, and what the difference is between brownfield and greenfield will score 8-10
consistently. A student who does not will score 4-5. Over 36 quizzes, this difference is significant.

In the NEA portfolio, the highest Indicative SCOPE mark band rewards writing that demonstrates 'comprehensive and detailed'
knowledge. Students whose Task 3 risk assessments use 'pre-control RAG rating' and 'residual risk', whose Task 4 evaluations reference
'Approved Document P' and 'tolerance’, and whose Task | job specifications reference 'AC1.3 superstructure functions' are writing at the
level of the top SCOPE band.
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Unit | — ACI|.8 — Health & Safety

Page 6

The vocabulary of construction health and safety legislation, regulations, risk assessment and the role of the HSE.

ACI1.8 — Health & Safety

Subject-specific and academic vocabulary for the Edugas CTBE qualification

Word Type Definition Example in Construction Tier
Health and Safety at Work Act 1974 —
the primary piece of UK legislation Under HASWA 1974, employers must provide
noun
HASWA 1974 P . YP € a safe workplace and employees must not E
(acronym) governing employer and employee H&S
endanger others.
duties.
Reporting of Injuries, Diseases and
RIDDOR noun Dangerous Occurrences Regulations — Under RIDDOR, a broken bone sustained on a
(acronym) requires certain workplace injuries to be construction site must be reported to the HSE.
reported to the HSE.
Control of Substances Hazardous to
noun Health — regulations requiring employers Under COSHH, cement dust and wood
COSHH g q § employ preservative must be assessed and controlled
(acronym) to control exposure to hazardous
before use.
substances.
Provision and Use of Work Equipment
. . . Under PUWER, a circular saw on a
noun Regulations — requires all machinery and o )
PUWER L ] construction site must be regularly inspected
(acronym) tools to be safe, maintained and suitable
and guarded.
for purpose.
Personal Protective Equipment
houn Regulations 1992 — requires employers Under PPER, hard hats and hi-vis jackets must
ou —
PPER 1992 g . . 9 ploy be provided free of charge to all workers on
(acronym) to provide appropriate PPE free of charge site
where hazards cannot be eliminated. ’
Working at Regulations requiring any work at height Under Working at Heights 2005, a scaffold
Height g2005 noun to be planned, supervised and carried out = must be erected by a trained operative and
eights '
e by competent people. inspected weekly.
Personal Protective Equipment — Hard hat, steel-capped boots, hi-vis vest,
noun
PPE (acronym) clothing and equipment worn to protect goggles and gloves are PPE on a construction
4 against workplace hazards. site.
A formal process of identifying hazards, A risk assessment for the plumbing skills board
risk assessment noun assessing likelihood and severity, and identifies 'sharp pipe ends' as a hazard with
deciding on control measures. controls.
Something with the potential to cause A bucket of water left on the floor is a hazard
hazard noun : -
harm. — it could cause a slip injury.
A step taken to reduce the likelihood or Wearing gloves is a control measure when
control measure noun : .
severity of a hazard. handling sharp sheet metal.
A colour-coded risk rating system: Red ARAC ratns of Red N b
t
RAG rating noun (high risk), Amber (medium risk), Green rating of fed means e, azard must be
. controlled before work can begin.
(low risk).
Houn Health and Safety Executive — the UK The HSE can issue improvement notices,
HSE (acronym) government body responsible for prohibition notices and prosecute employers
4 enforcing H&S legislation at work. for H&S breaches.
. A legal notice issued by the HSE requiring ) . .
prohibition . i . The HSE issued a prohibition notice to stop all
. noun an activity to stop immediately because of -
notice . . work on the scaffold until it was made safe.
serious risk.
A A legal notice issued by the HSE requiring = The HSE issued an improvement notice
improvement i i o . . .
¢ noun a specific H&S issue to be fixed within a requiring all electrical equipment to be PAT
notice

set time.

tested within 21 days.
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ACI1.8 — Health & Safety

Subject-specific and academic vocabulary for the Edugas CTBE qualification

Word Type Definition Example in Construction Tier
A fibrous mineral previously used as a Asbestos was commonly used in pre-1980

asbestos noun building material; now banned because buildings — any renovation must include an
inhaled fibres cause fatal lung disease. asbestos survey.
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Unit 2 — ACI.7 — Trades, Employments & Careers
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The vocabulary of professional and trade roles, career pathways, qualifications and professional bodies in the construction industry.

ACI|.7 — Trades, Employments & Careers

Subject-specific and academic vocabulary for the Edugas CTBE qualification

construction.

major projects.

Word Type Definition Example in Construction Tier
A qualified professional who designs . .
. . i An architect produces a set of working
Architect noun buildings, prepares drawings and oversees ) . . E
. ] drawings that all trades on site will follow.
construction projects.
A construction professional who manages
q . . The Quantity Surveyor produced a bill of
Quantity all financial aspects of a construction - )
noun . ) . . quantities to estimate the total cost of the new
Surveyor (QS) project, including cost estimates and school
contract management. ’
An engineer who designs and oversees - . . )
e . X i The Civil Engineer designed the drainage
Civil Engineer noun infrastructure projects such as roads, )
. . system beneath the new housing estate.
bridges, tunnels and drainage systems.
The on-site professional responsible for
. . The Site Manager holds daily briefings to
] managing the day-to-day operations of a S :
Site Manager noun X . . ensure all trades are coordinating their work
construction site, including safety, ey
programmes and subcontractors. ’
A skilled trade worker who cuts, shapes
Carpenter / and assembles timber structures and The Carpenter fitted all internal door frames
noun
Joiner fittings. Carpenters work on site; joiners and skirting boards in the new build.
work in a workshop.
A skilled trade worker who installs and
. K The Plumber connected the hot and cold
Plumber noun maintains water supply, drainage and . )
. supply pipes to the new bathroom suite.
heating systems.
A skilled trade worker who installs, The Electrician fitted the consumer unit and
Electrician noun maintains and tests electrical wiring and wired all 13-amp sockets throughout the
systems in buildings. property.
A structured training programme that
. . combines on-the-job work experience A Level 2 Apprenticeship in Carpentry takes
apprenticeship noun ] . . . .
with off-the-job qualifications, typically 18-24 months and leads to an NVQ Level 2.
leading to an NVQ.
National Vocational Qualification — a
i X A Plumbing NVQ Level 2 is required before a
noun work-based qualification that assesses ) )
NVQ . . plumber can work independently on domestic
(acronym) practical skills and knowledge at Levels I, ' )
installations.
2 and 3.
Construction Skills Certification Scheme
card — a wallet-sized card proving a All workers on site must carry a valid CSCS
CSCS card noun worker has the correct qualifications and  card — without one, entry to site can be
H&S training to work on a UK refused.
construction site.
Chartered Institute of Building — the
professional body for construction A Site Manager working towards Chartered
noun
CIOB (acronym) management professionals; membership Membership of the CIOB (MCIOB)
rol
4 demonstrates competence and ethical demonstrates professional excellence.
standards.
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors
. A Quantity Surveyor who achieves MRICS
noun — the professional body for surveyors ) )
RICS . . status can command higher salaries and lead on
(acronym) and quantity surveyors in property and
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ACI|.7 — Trades, Employments & Careers

Subject-specific and academic vocabulary for the Edugas CTBE qualification

Word Type Definition Example in Construction

Royal Institute of British Architects —

A graduate must complete RIBA Parts I, Il and

the professional body for architects in the
RIBA noun P )" L . Il before they can legally call themselves an A
(acronym) UK; RIBA Part Ill qualification is required .
Architect.
to use the title 'Architect’.
Institution of Civil Engineers — the A Civil Engineer who achieves MICE
ICE noun professional body for civil engineers; membership has demonstrated the highest
(acronym) Chartered Membership (MICE) is the standards of technical knowledge and
benchmark of professional competence. professional conduct.
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Unit 3 — ACI1.3 — Types of Building & Structure

The vocabulary of building types, structural forms, substructure, superstructure and building services.

AC|.3 — Types of Building & Structure

Subject-specific and academic vocabulary for the Edugas CTBE qualification

Page 10

heating, hot and cold water, drainage, gas,

after the superstructure is watertight.

Word Type Definition Example in Construction Tier
The basic physical systems of a country
. — roads, bridges, railways, utilities, The construction of the new motorway link
infrastructure noun . L o . E
drainage — that support the functioning was a major infrastructure project.
of society.
A building designed for people to live in,
residential such as a detached house, terraced A semi-detached residential dwelling shares
noun
dwelling house, semi-detached house, bungalow one party wall with an adjacent property.
or flat.
commercial A building used for business purposes, The new commercial building on the high
buildi noun such as an office, shop, supermarket, street will house a supermarket on the ground
uildin )
& school or hospital. floor and offices above.
industrial A building designed for manufacturing, The industrial building has a clear span steel
buildi noun storage or logistics, such as a factory, frame to allow fork-lift trucks to operate freely
uildin -
& warehouse or distribution centre. inside.
. The superstructure functions include providin,
The part of a building above ground level, P . ) ) P &
superstructure noun . . . weather protection, thermal insulation and
including walls, roof, floors and finishes.
structural support.
The part of a building below ground level, o
. . . The substructure of the building must
including foundations, ground floor slab, o
substructure noun distribute the load of the superstructure safely
damp-proof course and damp-proof
to the ground.
membrane.
load-beari A structural form in which brick or block = Older terraced houses use load-bearing
oad-bearin
& noun walls carry the weight of the floors and masonry — the walls cannot be removed
masonr .
Y roof directly. without structural support.
A structural form in which a . o
. . . Timber frame construction is faster than
. prefabricated timber frame carries the . .
timber frame noun . . masonry because the frame arrives on site
structural loads, with external cladding pre-built
added separately. ’
A structural form in which a skeleton of )
. The supermarket uses a steel frame to achieve
steel columns and beams carries all . . .
steel frame noun . . the wide, column-free interior needed for the
structural loads, allowing wide X
retail floor.
column-free spans.
Structural Insulated Panels — a
factory-made building panel of rigid foam ) . )
noun . . ) SIPs panels allow very high levels of insulation
SIPs insulation sandwiched between two o . i
(acronym) . . . and airtightness in new-build homes.
boards; provides structure and insulation
in one element.
Damp Proof Course — a horizontal layer . )
) . o The DPC is typically a layer of polythene or
noun of impermeable material built into a ] i !
DPC . blue engineering brick at 150mm above
(acronym) masonry wall just above ground level to
;. external ground level.
prevent rising damp.
The mechanical, electrical and plumbing
. systems that make a building functional: The services in a new-build house are installed
services noun

electricity, data.
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ACI|.3 — Types of Building & Structure

Subject-specific and academic vocabulary for the Edugas CTBE qualification

Word Type Definition Example in Construction Tier
Approved A government document that provides Approved Document P covers electrical safety

PP noun practical guidance on meeting the in dwellings. Approved Documents G and H
Document

requirements of the Building Regulations. = cover hygiene and drainage.
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Unit 4 — ACI.2 — The Built Environment Life Cycle

The vocabulary of the seven stages of the built environment life cycle, sustainability and environmental impact.

ACI1.2 — The Built Environment Life Cycle

Subject-specific and academic vocabulary for the Edugas CTBE qualification

Word Type Definition Example in Construction Tier
The complete sequence of stages a built ) ) .
o The life cycle of a house includes extraction of
. structure passes through, from initial . . )
life cycle noun . materials, construction, use and maintenance, E
resource extraction through to eventual -
» ) and eventual demolition.
demolition and disposal.
The first stage of the life cycle in which _ ) o
. X X X Raw material extraction for a brick involves
raw material materials such as timber, stone, clay, iron . )
. noun quarrying clay from a quarry — this causes
extraction ore and sand are taken from the natural A ) .
. habitat destruction and CO2 emissions.
environment.
The second stage of the life cycle in i . )
. . . The manufacturing of steel involves smelting
. which raw materials are processed into ) )
manufacturing noun . i iron ore in a blast furnace — an
usable building products such as bricks, ) .
. energy-lntenswe process.
steel sections and glass.
. The third stage of the life cycle during The construction stage of a new school takes
construction . e . ; }
" noun which the building is designed and approximately |8 months from breaking
stage
E physically built on site. ground to handover.
The fourth stage during which the . ) )
. TR . Operation and maintenance of a hospital
operation and building is in use; regular maintenance . . . . .
. noun N K K includes daily cleaning, annual boiler service
maintenance keeps it functional and extends its )
) and 5-yearly window replacement.
lifespan.
lanned Maintenance that is scheduled in advance = Planned maintenance of a flat roof involves
P . noun to prevent failure, rather than in response  inspecting and re-coating it every 5 years
maintenance
to a fault. before leaks develop.
The sixth stage of the life cycle in whicha = Demolition of the old factory used implosion
demolition noun building is broken down and removed at to bring the building down safely in a controlled
the end of its useful life. manner.
Describing previously developed land (e.g. o ) . .
. . o Building on brownfield land in the city centre is
o former industrial or commercial sites) . .
brownfield adjective preferred to greenfield development because it
that can be redeveloped for new .
. does not consume undeveloped countryside.
construction.
Describing previously undeveloped land Greenfield development on the outskirts of the
greenfield adjective (e.g. farmland or countryside) that has town was controversial because it required the
not been built on before. loss of agricultural land.
The ability of a material to be collected, Aluminium has high recyclability — it can be
recyclability noun processed and reused as a raw material melted and recast indefinitely without loss of
after its useful life has ended. quality.
The total greenhouse gas emissions
associated with the extraction, Concrete has a high embodied carbon because
embodied carbon = noun manufacture and transport of building cement production releases large quantities of
materials, before the building is even CO2.
occupied.
A financial analysis of all costs associated ) . o
) . . o Lifecycle costing shows that a highly insulated
. . with a building over its entire life cycle, o .
lifecycle costing noun building costs more to build but less to heat

including construction, maintenance,
energy and demolition.

over its 60-year life.
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Unit 5 — Practical Trades — Carpentry, Electrics &
Plumbing

The vocabulary of the three Year 9 practical trades: carpentry, electrical wiring and plumbing.

Practical Trades — Carpentry, Electrics & Plumbing

Subject-specific and academic vocabulary for the Edugas CTBE qualification

Excellence ¢ Character * Aspiration | For pupils, parents and carers

Word Type Definition Example in Construction Tier
A projecting tongue on the end of a piece = The wedge tenon joint connects the mallet
tenon noun of timber that fits into a corresponding handle to the head by tapping the handle into E
mortise joint. the slot.
. . A sharp chisel is used to clean out the mortise
. A rectangular slot cut into a piece of . .
mortise noun X k . to the correct depth before inserting the
timber to receive a tenon joint.
tenon.
The final coating or treatment applied to A two-coat surface finish of wood varnish
surface finish noun a product to protect it and improve its protects the mallet from moisture and impact
appearance. damage.
A material that allows electricity to flow .
L. . R . The copper conductors in a 2.5 T+E cable
conductor noun through it; in wiring, the insulated wires )
. carry the live, neutral and earth currents.
within a cable.
Live, Neutral and Earth — the three
L/N/E 2bbreviation condu.ctors. in ?1 stz?ndard domestic When wiring the junction box, connect brown
electrical circuit. Live = brown, Neutral = = to L, blue to N and green/yellow to E.
blue, Earth = green/yellow.
Twin and Earth cable — a standard
domestic electrical cable containing a live, = 2.5mm T+E cable is used for ring main circuits;
T+E cable noun s . f e e
neutral and bare earth conductor within 1.0/1.5mm T+E is used for lighting circuits.
an outer sheath.
An electrical switching arrangement in
. . . . The one-way switching circuit in the Electrics
one-way which a single switch controls a light ) ) )
o noun K > project connects a cable switch to an LED strip
switching fitting or other load from one position o
via a junction box.
only.
The part of the Building Regulations
. . . . Under Approved Document P, a new consumer
Approved covering electrical safety in dwellings; all ) ) .
noun . . unit must be installed by a Part P registered
Document P fixed electrical work must comply with »
electrician.
Part P.
A flexible plastic (polyethylene) pipe used = Polypipe is cheaper and easier to cut than
polypipe noun for cold water supply; connected with copper pipe and is commonly used for cold
push-fit speed-fit fittings. water supplies.
A rigid metal pipe used for both hot and Copper pipe is used for the hot water (red)
copper pipe noun cold water supply; connected using run on the Skills Board because it withstands
compression or solder fittings. high temperatures.
A push-fit plumbing fitting that connects
. ] Insert the polypipe past the O-ring until no
. polypipe without the need for tools; the o .
speed-fit fitting noun . . ] A green is visible — this confirms the speed-fit
grab ring grips the pipe and the O-ring L
fitting is fully engaged.
creates a seal.
A plumbing fitting that connects copper
. . i X K Tighten the compression fitting nut |.5 turns
compression pipe by compressing an olive (brass ring) , ) > .
. noun ] . . past hand-tight — over-tightening will distort
fitting around the pipe using a nut; requires a .
the olive.
spanner.
Approved Building Regulations documents:
. Under Approved Document G, hot water must
Documents G & noun Approved Document G covers hygiene . )
o be stored below 60°C to prevent Legionella.
H (hot water safety, sanitation); Approved
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Practical Trades — Carpentry, Electrics & Plumbing

Subject-specific and academic vocabulary for the Edugas CTBE qualification

Word Type Definition Example in Construction

Document H covers drainage (pipe sizing, = Approved Document H specifies drainage
gradients). gradients.

Success criteria that are Specific,

Measurable, Achievable, Relevant and SMART success criterion: 'All pipe sections on
SMART criteria noun Time-bound — used in the NEA Task 2 the Skills Board will be cut to 120mm +5mm

to define what a successful outcome by the end of Lesson 3.

looks like.
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