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A Note for Parents and Carers 
Welcome to your son's Year 11 Construction vocabulary and exam revision booklet. Year 11 is the qualification year. This booklet has 
two purposes: to support exam revision for the Unit 1 written examination in January, and to embed the precise technical vocabulary that 
transforms a good NEA evaluation into a top-band one. 

 

Why this booklet is different from Years 9 and 10 
In Years 9 and 10, this booklet was primarily for learning new vocabulary. In Year 11, you should already know most of these words - you 
met them all in your Y10 lessons and quizzes. The purpose now is to deepen your command of them: to be able to use them under 
pressure, in timed examination conditions, in precise and analytical sentences. 

Every unit in this booklet ends with two rows in a slightly different colour: the last two entries are WJEC command words (identify, 
describe, explain, evaluate, assess, compare, justify). These are not just vocabulary words - they are the words that determine what kind 
of answer you write. A student who confuses 'describe' with 'evaluate' on a 12-mark question can lose 6-8 marks regardless of how much 
they know. 

 

How the January exam works 
*​ Duration: 1.5 hours. 
*​ All 8 Unit 1 topics examined: AC1.1-AC1.8. 
*​ Question types: short-answer (1-3 marks), explanation (4-6 marks), extended evaluation (9-12 marks). 
*​ The highest-value questions (9-12 marks) always use command words 'evaluate', 'assess' or 'justify'. 
*​ The exam contributes 40% of the final CTBE qualification grade. 

 

How you can help at home 
Ask your son: 'What does CDM 2015 require of a Principal Contractor?' 'What is the difference between embodied carbon and 
operational carbon?' 'What does BREEAM stand for and what does it measure?' 'What must you include in a Band 3 evaluate answer that 
you don't need in a Band 1 answer?' 

If he can answer fluently without looking, he knows it. The most important thing at this stage is that he practices writing answers to 9-12 
mark questions under timed conditions. The words on their own are not enough - he needs to deploy them in analytical sentences with 
named examples and justified conclusions. 
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How to Revise Vocabulary Effectively 
By Year 11, passive re-reading is not revision - it is a comfort activity. The strategies below are the ones research shows actually work. 
Use them in rotation. 

 

1. Look, Cover, Write, Check (non-negotiable) 
The single most important strategy. Look at the word and definition. Cover both. Write them from memory. Uncover and check. For any 
word you got wrong: do it again immediately. Do 10 words per session, 5 nights per week. 

 

2. Past Paper Answers Under Timed Conditions 
This is the most important exam-specific strategy in Year 11. Write a full answer to a 9-mark or 12-mark question in the time allocated (9 
minutes and 12 minutes respectively). Then mark it using the mark scheme. Identify: which band did you achieve? What is missing from 
your answer to reach the next band? This is more valuable than any amount of vocabulary re-reading. 

 

3. The Leitner Flashcard System 
Make flashcards for every word in this booklet: term on one side, definition and a construction example on the other. Sort into three 
piles: know well (review weekly), know fairly (every 3 days), do not know yet (every session). Promote and demote cards honestly. By 
Christmas, the 'know well' pile should dominate. 

 

4. PATHS Target Revision 
After every mock exam, your teacher will give you a PATHS feedback sheet with a specific target. That target is your highest-priority 
revision task. Completing the green-pen response in the booklet is only the first step. The second step is attempting a similar question and 
checking whether your mark improves. If it does not, repeat. 

 

5. Teach It 
Explain a concept out loud to a parent, carer or friend without looking at your notes. If you hesitate or say 'um' more than once, you do 
not yet know it well enough. The ability to explain CDM 2015, or whole life costing, or a portal frame structure to a non-expert in 60 
seconds is the gold standard of exam preparation. It requires genuine understanding - not memorised phrases. 

 

A Weekly Routine for Term 3 
*​ Monday: 15 minutes Leitner system. All three piles. Focus on this week's WOTC topic. 
*​ Tuesday: 15 minutes. Write one full 9-mark answer under timed conditions. Mark it. 
*​ Wednesday: 15 minutes. Look-Cover-Write-Check on your 10 weakest words from PATHS targets. 
*​ Thursday: 15 minutes. Read and annotate one model Level 3 answer. What makes it Band 3? 
*​ Friday: 15 minutes. Teach three concepts out loud without notes. 
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WJEC Command Words: Your Most Important Reference 
These are the most important words in the examination. Every command word requires a fundamentally different type of response. 
Reading the wrong command word can cost you 6-8 marks on a single question. 

 

COMMAND WORD MARKS WHAT IT REQUIRES COMMON MISTAKE 

Identify / State / Name 1-2 A precise technical term or fact. 
One word or short phrase. Do 
not add explanation. 

Writing a full sentence when one 
word is needed (wastes time on 
other questions). 

Describe 2-4 Give characteristics, appearance 
or how a process works. Develop 
each point - do not just list. 

Writing 'it is used for...' instead of 'it 
works by...' (purpose vs process). 

Explain 4-6 Name a point AND give a reason 
or consequence. Use 'because', 
'therefore', 'which means'. Every 
point must be linked. 

Listing correct points without 
linking cause to effect. No 
connection = maximum Band 1 
marks. 

Evaluate 9-12 Weigh evidence from BOTH 
sides. Name examples. Consider 
multiple perspectives. Reach a 
justified final conclusion that goes 
beyond description. 

One-sided answers. No named 
examples. No conclusion. 
Describing instead of evaluating. 

Assess 9-12 Weigh up the relative importance 
of different factors. Consider the 
evidence. Reach a judgement 
about which factor matters most 
and why. 

Treating 'assess' as 'list' - every 
factor must be weighed, not just 
described. 

Compare 3-6 Examine similarities AND 
differences between two things. 
Must address both sides explicitly. 

Writing about one thing only, then 
the other, without making direct 
comparisons. 

Justify 4-9 Give specific reasons and 
evidence to support a decision or 
recommendation. Explain WHY 
your choice is better than 
alternatives. 

Asserting an opinion without 
evidence. 'It is good because it is 
good' is not justification. 

 

Tier Markers - Expected and Aspirational 
Every word in this booklet is marked E (Expected) or A (Aspirational). At Year 11, ALL students are expected to know every E word 
fluently. A words are the vocabulary of a Band 3 response - using them accurately and in context is what pushes your marks from 7/9 to 
9/9 on extended questions. 
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Unit 1 - AC1.1 - The Construction Sector 
Examined in Term 1. Key topics: sector scale, supply chain, professional bodies, career pathways, economic impact. 

AC1.1 - The Construction Sector 

Word Type Definition Example in Construction Tier 

supply chain noun 

The linked sequence of organisations 
involved in delivering a construction 
project from material extraction to 
handover. 

Disruption to one part of the supply chain - 
such as a material shortage - causes delays 
throughout the whole project. 

E 

main contractor noun 
The company with overall contractual 
responsibility for delivering a project on 
time, on budget and to specification. 

The main contractor on the school extension 
subcontracted all M&E (mechanical and 
electrical) work to specialist firms. 

E 

sub-contractor noun 

A specialist firm employed by the main 
contractor to carry out specific elements 
of work, such as electrical installation or 
roofing. 

The electrical sub-contractor is directly 
responsible for wiring all circuits to BS 7671 on 
this project. 

E 

procurement noun 
The process by which a client selects and 
appoints the design team and contractor 
for a construction project. 

Two-stage procurement was used: the architect 
was appointed first, then the main contractor 
through competitive tender. 

E 

bill of quantities noun 

A document listing every item of labour, 
material and plant required for a project, 
prepared by a QS for competitive 
tendering. 

Contractors price the bill of quantities during 
competitive tender; the most economically 
advantageous tender is usually selected. 

E 

Quantity 
Surveyor (QS) noun 

A construction professional who manages 
costs, prepares bills of quantities, values 
completed work and administers 
contracts. 

The QS prepares monthly valuations of work 
completed so the client can make interim 
payments to the contractor. 

E 

CIOB noun 
(acronym) 

Chartered Institute of Building - 
professional body for construction 
managers; Chartered Membership 
(MCIOB) is the highest benchmark of 
competence. 

A site manager working towards MCIOB must 
demonstrate senior management experience 
and commitment to CPD. 

E 

RICS noun 
(acronym) 

Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors 
- professional body for surveyors and 
QSs; MRICS is chartered membership. 

A Quantity Surveyor who achieves MRICS 
status can lead on major infrastructure cost 
management. 

E 

private sector noun 
Construction work commissioned and 
funded by private developers, companies 
or individuals. 

Private sector projects include speculative 
housing developments, commercial offices and 
retail parks. 

E 

public sector noun Construction work commissioned and 
funded by central or local government. 

Public sector construction includes new 
schools, NHS facilities, social housing and road 
infrastructure. 

E 

assess verb 

A WJEC command word: weigh up the 
relative importance of factors, 
considering evidence, and reach a justified 
conclusion. 

Assess the impact of the construction sector 
on the UK economy, considering both positive 
and negative effects. 

E 

evaluate verb 

A WJEC command word: make a 
judgement about the value, success or 
suitability of something, weighing 
evidence from both sides. 

Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of 
using a two-stage procurement process for a 
school building project. 

A 
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Unit 2 - AC1.2 - The Built Environment Life Cycle 
Examined in Term 2. Key topics: project stages, BIM, planning, Building Regulations, whole life costing, maintenance, demolition. 

AC1.2 - The Built Environment Life Cycle 

Word Type Definition Example in Construction Tier 

feasibility noun 
The stage at which the technical, financial 
and planning viability of a project is 
investigated before commitment. 

The feasibility study confirmed that the site 
could accommodate the proposed 
development within the client's budget. 

E 

BIM noun 
(acronym) 

Building Information Modelling - a digital 
process in which all project information 
(design, structure, services, cost) is held 
in a shared 3D model, reducing clashes 
and errors. 

The use of BIM Level 2 allowed the structural, 
mechanical and electrical designs to be 
coordinated before work began on site, 
eliminating costly clashes. 

E 

permitted 
development noun 

Minor construction work that is legally 
allowed without requiring full planning 
permission, subject to size and location 
criteria. 

A single-storey rear extension is often 
permitted development if it does not exceed 
4m depth from the rear wall of the house. 

E 

statutory 
consultees noun 

Bodies legally required to be consulted by 
the planning authority before a planning 
decision is made. 

Statutory consultees for a riverside 
development include the Environment Agency, 
Highways Authority and Historic England. 

E 

whole life costing noun 

A financial analysis of all costs associated 
with a building over its entire life, 
including construction, operation, 
maintenance, energy and demolition. 

Whole life costing demonstrates that the 
higher-specification insulation option saves 
more in energy over 30 years than it costs 
extra to install. 

E 

planned 
preventative 
maintenance 

noun 
Maintenance scheduled in advance to 
prevent failure, rather than in response to 
breakdowns after they occur. 

Planned preventative maintenance of the flat 
roof includes annual inspection and re-coating 
every 5 years to prevent leaks developing. 

E 

deconstruction noun 

The careful dismantling of a building at 
end of life to recover and reuse or 
recycle materials, rather than demolishing 
them. 

Selective deconstruction of the 1960s office 
block recovered 80% of its structural steel and 
60% of its brickwork for reuse. 

E 

circular economy noun 

An economic model in which building 
materials are kept in use as long as 
possible through reuse, remanufacture 
and recycling rather than disposal. 

A circular economy approach to the school 
refurbishment involved stripping and salvaging 
all existing timber joinery for use in the new 
building. 

E 

operational 
carbon noun 

CO2 emissions produced by a building 
during its occupation: heating, cooling, 
lighting and hot water. 

Fitting solar PV, improving insulation and 
replacing the gas boiler with a heat pump 
reduces the operational carbon of the house 
significantly. 

E 

embodied carbon noun 

CO2 emissions associated with the 
extraction, manufacture and transport of 
building materials before the building is 
occupied. 

Concrete has high embodied carbon; specifying 
recycled aggregate or using GGBS cement 
substitute can reduce this significantly. 

E 

explain verb 

A WJEC command word: make 
something clear by stating facts and giving 
reasons. Use 'because', 'therefore', 'which 
means'. 

Explain why BIM is increasingly used in large 
construction projects. (Answer must give 
reasons, not just describe what BIM is.) 

E 

justify verb 
A WJEC command word: provide 
evidence or reasons to support a 
decision or judgement. 

Justify the decision to use planned preventative 
maintenance rather than reactive maintenance 
for a new school. 

A 
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Unit 3 - AC1.3 - Buildings & Structures 
Examined in Term 1. Key topics: foundations, substructure, cavity walls, roofs, floors, services, construction drawings. 

AC1.3 - Buildings & Structures 

Word Type Definition Example in Construction Tier 

strip foundation noun 
A continuous concrete strip in a trench 
beneath load-bearing walls, transferring 
loads to the ground. 

Strip foundations are used beneath the external 
and internal load-bearing walls of most 
traditional masonry houses. 

E 

pad foundation noun An isolated concrete block or slab 
supporting a single column or stanchion. 

Pad foundations support the individual steel 
columns of the warehouse portal frame. E 

pile foundation noun 
Long concrete, steel or timber columns 
driven or cast into the ground to reach 
deeper, stronger bearing strata. 

Pile foundations were used for the riverside 
apartments where the upper layers of made 
ground were unable to support strip 
foundations. 

E 

dead load noun 
The permanent, static weight of the 
structure itself including all fixed 
elements. 

The dead load of a concrete floor slab is 
typically around 2.4 kN per square metre. E 

live load noun 
Variable loads imposed on a structure by 
occupants, furniture, vehicles or 
equipment. 

The live load on an office floor is designed at 
2.5 kN/m2 to accommodate staff, desks and 
filing cabinets. 

E 

cavity wall noun 

A wall of two parallel leaves (inner and 
outer) separated by an insulated cavity, 
providing both structural performance 
and thermal insulation. 

A standard cavity wall uses 102mm outer facing 
brick, a 100mm insulated cavity and 100mm 
inner blockwork. 

E 

DPC noun 
(acronym) 

Damp Proof Course - a horizontal 
impermeable layer in a masonry wall at 
least 150mm above external ground to 
prevent rising damp. 

If soil is heaped against the wall above the DPC 
level, rising damp can bypass it and enter the 
wall. 

E 

truss roof noun 

A prefabricated triangulated timber roof 
structure manufactured off-site and 
craned into position; more economical 
than a cut roof. 

Truss roofs are standard on new-build houses: 
they are faster to erect and create a clear loft 
void without needing support from internal 
walls. 

E 

location plan noun 

A map-scale drawing showing where a 
proposed development is situated within 
its surroundings, usually at 1:1250 or 
1:2500 scale. 

The location plan at 1:1250 shows the 
development site in relation to surrounding 
roads, buildings and OS features. 

E 

section drawing noun 
A technical drawing showing a building or 
element as if cut through at a specified 
plane, revealing internal construction. 

The section drawing through the external wall 
at 1:20 scale shows the cavity wall, DPC, floor 
slab and foundation detail. 

E 

describe verb 
A WJEC command word: give a detailed 
account of the characteristics, appearance 
or process of something. 

Describe the construction of a cavity wall, 
including all components from foundation to 
roof plate level. 

E 

compare verb 
A WJEC command word: examine 
similarities AND differences between two 
or more things. 

Compare strip foundations and raft 
foundations, considering their suitability for 
different ground conditions. 

A 
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Unit 4 - AC1.4 - Technologies & Materials 
Examined in Term 2. Key topics: material properties, traditional vs modern, MMC, U-values, Part L, digital technology. 

AC1.4 - Technologies & Materials 

Word Type Definition Example in Construction Tier 

U-value noun 
A measure of the rate of heat loss 
through a building element; a lower 
U-value means better thermal insulation. 

The U-value requirement for an external wall 
in a new dwelling under Approved Document 
Part L 2021 is 0.26 W/m2K. 

E 

thermal bridging noun 

A point in a building envelope where heat 
passes more quickly than through the 
surrounding construction, creating a cold 
spot. 

Thermal bridging at the junction of wall and 
slab increases heat loss and may cause 
condensation and mould internally. 

E 

airtightness noun 

The degree to which the building 
envelope prevents uncontrolled air 
movement, measured in air changes per 
hour at 50 Pa. 

Modern low-energy buildings achieve 
airtightness below 1 ACH at 50 Pa; unimproved 
older buildings may exceed 10. 

E 

SIPs noun 
(acronym) 

Structural Insulated Panels - factory-made 
panels of rigid insulation bonded between 
two structural boards, providing both 
structure and insulation in one element. 

SIPs construction achieves very high levels of 
airtightness and insulation and can be erected 
in days rather than weeks. 

E 

CLT noun 
(acronym) 

Cross-Laminated Timber - engineered 
panels made by bonding timber layers at 
90 degrees; used as structural floors, 
walls and roofs. 

The 12-storey CLT residential tower 
sequesters carbon in its structure and achieves 
very low embodied carbon compared to an 
equivalent concrete frame. 

E 

modular 
construction noun 

A Modern Method of Construction in 
which complete room-sized or 
building-sized modules are factory-built 
and craned into position on site. 

Modular construction of the student 
accommodation reduced programme time by 
40% and eliminated most of the waste normally 
associated with on-site construction. 

E 

Part L noun 

Approved Document Part L of the 
Building Regulations covering the 
conservation of fuel and power in 
buildings. 

Under Part L 2021, new dwellings must achieve 
a 75-80% reduction in carbon emissions 
compared to the 2013 standard. 

E 

WEEE noun 
(acronym) 

Waste Electrical and Electronic 
Equipment Regulations - require that 
electrical waste is disposed of safely 
through registered schemes. 

Under WEEE regulations, old consumer units, 
cable offcuts and redundant luminaires must 
not be disposed of in general construction 
waste. 

E 

off-site 
construction noun 

A broad term for MMC techniques where 
elements are manufactured in a factory 
and transported to site for assembly. 

Off-site construction reduces waste, improves 
quality control and shortens on-site 
programme time significantly. 

E 

3D printing noun 

A construction technique in which a 
computer-controlled machine deposits 
material layer by layer to form walls or 
structural elements directly from a digital 
model. 

The 3D-printed concrete house was completed 
in under 24 hours of printing time, guided 
entirely by a BIM model. 

E 

identify verb 
A WJEC command word: name, state or 
point out a specific feature or item. No 
description or explanation required. 

Identify one Modern Method of Construction 
that could be used for the school extension 
project. 

E 

state verb 
A WJEC command word: give a specific 
fact, number or technical name briefly 
and precisely. 

State the maximum U-value permitted for an 
external wall in a new dwelling under Part L 
2021. 

A 
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Unit 5 - AC1.5 - Types of Structure 
Examined in Term 2. Key topics: structural forms, loads, stress, compression, tension, tall buildings, pre-fabrication. 

AC1.5 - Types of Structure 

Word Type Definition Example in Construction Tier 

frame structure noun 

A structural system in which a skeleton 
of columns and beams carries all loads; 
the external walls are non-loadbearing 
cladding. 

The supermarket uses a steel frame structure 
with curtain walling; the outer skin carries no 
structural load whatsoever. 

E 

mass structure noun 
A structural system in which the weight 
of the material itself resists applied loads, 
with no distinct frame. 

A gravity dam is a mass structure - its own 
weight prevents the water pressure from 
overturning it. 

E 

shell structure noun 
A curved, thin structural surface that 
achieves strength through shape rather 
than mass. 

The Sydney Opera House roof is a shell 
structure - the curved concrete shells resist 
loads through their geometry. 

E 

compression noun 
A pushing, squeezing force that tends to 
shorten a structural element along its 
axis. 

The columns in a multi-storey building are in 
compression - they carry the cumulative weight 
of all floors above. 

E 

tension noun A pulling, stretching force that tends to 
elongate a structural element. 

The bottom chord of a roof truss is in tension 
- it resists the tendency of the sloping rafters 
to spread outward. 

E 

lateral load noun 
A horizontal force acting on a structure, 
typically from wind pressure or seismic 
activity. 

Without wind bracing or a stiff core, the lateral 
loads from wind would cause a tall building to 
sway. 

E 

portal frame noun 

A structural frame formed by two 
columns rigidly connected to a pitched or 
flat rafter, providing wide clear spans for 
industrial and commercial buildings. 

The factory warehouse uses a steel portal 
frame at 7.5m centres to achieve a 25m clear 
span without columns. 

E 

curtain walling noun 
A non-structural external cladding system 
of glass and metal framing hung from the 
structural frame. 

The office tower's curtain walling system 
provides weather protection and appearance 
without contributing to structural 
performance. 

E 

pre-fabrication noun 

Manufacture of building components or 
assemblies in a factory before transport 
to site for assembly, reducing on-site time 
and improving quality. 

Pre-fabrication of bathroom pods off-site 
reduced installation time from 5 days to 6 
hours per floor. 

E 

wind bracing noun 
Diagonal structural members added to a 
frame to resist horizontal (lateral) wind 
forces. 

K-bracing was used in the steel frame between 
columns 3 and 4 to provide lateral stability 
against wind loads. 

E 

explain verb 

A WJEC command word: make 
something clear by giving reasons. Use 
connective language: 'because', 'therefore', 
'which means that'. 

Explain why a portal frame structure is 
commonly used for warehouse buildings rather 
than a load-bearing masonry structure. 

E 

justify verb 
A WJEC command word: provide specific 
reasons and evidence to support a choice 
or decision. 

Justify the choice of a steel frame structure for 
a 15-storey residential building rather than a 
load-bearing masonry structure. 

A 
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Unit 6 - AC1.6 - Sustainable Construction 
Examined in Term 3. Key topics: three pillars, BREEAM, renewables, insulation, FSC/PEFC, embodied/operational carbon, circular 
economy. 

AC1.6 - Sustainable Construction 

Word Type Definition Example in Construction Tier 

three pillars of 
sustainability noun 

The three dimensions of sustainable 
development: environmental (protecting 
natural systems), economic (long-term 
financial viability) and social (quality of life 
and equity). 

A BREEAM-rated building must score well 
across all three pillars - it is not sufficient to be 
environmentally excellent if the development is 
economically unviable. 

E 

BREEAM noun 
(acronym) 

Building Research Establishment 
Environmental Assessment Method - the 
UK's leading sustainability rating for 
buildings. 

The new school achieved BREEAM Excellent by 
incorporating solar PV, a sedum green roof, 
rainwater harvesting and FSC-certified timber 
throughout. 

E 

LEED noun 
(acronym) 

Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design - an international sustainability 
certification used particularly in 
commercial buildings. 

The London headquarters of the multinational 
bank achieved LEED Platinum - one of fewer 
than 100 buildings in the UK to do so. 

E 

zero carbon adjective 

Producing no net CO2 emissions from 
operational energy use over a year, 
typically by combining high insulation with 
renewable energy generation. 

A zero carbon house generates as much 
electricity from rooftop solar PV as it 
consumes from the grid over a full year. 

E 

solar PV noun 
Photovoltaic solar panels that convert 
sunlight directly into electricity without 
combustion or emissions. 

The 120 solar PV panels installed on the 
school's south-facing roof generate 
approximately 30% of the building's annual 
electricity demand. 

E 

ground source 
heat pump noun 

A system that extracts low-grade heat 
from the ground through buried pipes 
and concentrates it for space and water 
heating. 

The new housing estate uses ground source 
heat pumps rather than gas boilers, reducing 
heating carbon emissions by 60%. 

E 

FSC noun 
(acronym) 

Forest Stewardship Council - 
international certification guaranteeing 
timber comes from responsibly managed, 
legally harvested forests. 

All structural timber in the project is 
FSC-certified, satisfying the BREEAM Materials 
credit for responsible sourcing. 

E 

embodied carbon noun 

Total CO2 emissions generated by the 
extraction, manufacture, transport and 
installation of building materials before 
occupation. 

Specifying recycled steel for the structural 
frame rather than primary steel reduced the 
embodied carbon of the project by 35%. 

E 

whole life carbon noun 

The total CO2 impact of a building across 
its entire life, combining both embodied 
carbon (materials) and operational 
carbon (energy use). 

A whole life carbon assessment showed that 
investing in higher insulation now saves 40% in 
total emissions over the 60-year life of the 
building. 

E 

circular economy noun 
An economic model that keeps materials 
in use through reuse, repair and recycling 
rather than disposal, eliminating waste. 

The school refurbishment adopted a circular 
economy approach: all existing structural 
steelwork was retained, and salvaged bricks 
were reused as internal feature walls. 

E 

assess verb 
A WJEC command word: weigh up 
evidence on multiple sides and reach a 
judgement about relative importance. 

Assess the extent to which BREEAM 
certification is an effective measure of the 
sustainability of a construction project. 

E 

evaluate verb 

A WJEC command word: make a 
judgement by weighing up evidence from 
both sides. Requires a justified conclusion 
not just a list. 

Evaluate the social, economic and 
environmental benefits of incorporating a 
ground source heat pump in a new-build 
housing development. 

A 
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Unit 7 - AC1.7 - Trades, Employments & Careers 
Examined in Term 3. Key topics: all trades, qualification pathways, trade bodies, CPD, employability, self-employment, diversity. 

AC1.7 - Trades, Employments & Careers 

Word Type Definition Example in Construction Tier 

T-Level noun 

A two-year Level 3 qualification 
combining classroom learning with a 
minimum 45-day industry placement, 
equivalent to 3 A-levels in UCAS points. 

A T-Level in Construction gives students both 
the academic qualification and a guaranteed 
industry placement needed to progress to an 
apprenticeship or HNC. 

E 

CPD noun 
(acronym) 

Continuing Professional Development - 
ongoing training and learning undertaken 
throughout a career to maintain and 
improve professional competence. 

An MCIOB-chartered site manager must 
record at least 35 hours of CPD per year 
covering both technical and management 
development. 

E 

JIB noun 
(acronym) 

Joint Industry Board - the body that sets 
pay, conditions, grading and qualification 
standards for electricians in England, 
Wales and Northern Ireland. 

An electrician must hold a current JIB Gold 
Card to be permitted to work on most 
commercial and industrial electrical contracts. 

E 

NICEIC noun 
(acronym) 

National Inspection Council for Electrical 
Installation Contracting - a competent 
persons scheme allowing registered 
electricians to self-certify electrical work 
under Part P. 

A NICEIC-registered electrician can self-certify 
a new consumer unit installation without 
notifying the local authority building control 
department. 

E 

Gas Safe noun 

The official UK gas registration scheme; 
only Gas Safe registered engineers may 
legally work on gas boilers, fires and 
pipework. 

It is a criminal offence to carry out gas work in 
the UK without Gas Safe registration, 
regardless of qualification level. 

E 

SNIPEF noun 
(acronym) 

Scottish and Northern Ireland Plumbing 
Employers Federation - trade body for 
plumbing and heating contractors in 
Scotland and Northern Ireland. 

A plumbing contractor working in Scotland 
must be SNIPEF-registered to self-certify 
notifiable works under Scottish Building 
Standards. 

E 

apprenticeship noun 

A work-based qualification combining 
on-the-job training with off-the-job study, 
typically 1-4 years, leading to a nationally 
recognised NVQ. 

A Level 3 Electrical Installation apprenticeship 
takes 4 years and leads to an NVQ Level 3 and 
JIB Gold Card, qualifying the holder as a fully 
skilled electrician. 

E 

self-employment noun 

Working independently rather than as an 
employee; most skilled tradespeople in 
construction are self-employed using the 
Construction Industry Scheme (CIS). 

Self-employment is the predominant 
employment model for skilled tradespeople: 
approximately 70% of construction workers 
are self-employed. 

E 

CSCS card noun 

Construction Skills Certification Scheme 
card - proof that a worker has the 
qualifications and H&S training required 
to work on a UK construction site. 

Without a valid CSCS card, a worker will be 
refused entry to most construction sites in the 
UK. The card colour indicates skill level: 
gold=supervisor, black=manager. 

E 

diversity and 
inclusion noun 

The active commitment to ensuring the 
construction industry is accessible to all 
genders, ethnicities, backgrounds and 
abilities. 

Women currently make up only 14% of the UK 
construction workforce; industry initiatives aim 
to improve this through outreach, flexible 
working and visible role models. 

E 

describe verb 
A WJEC command word: give a detailed 
account of the characteristics or process. 
Do not just list - develop each point. 

Describe the qualification pathway a school 
leaver would follow to become a fully qualified 
plumber, from apprenticeship to trade body 
membership. 

E 

compare verb 
A WJEC command word: examine both 
similarities AND differences between two 
things. Must address both sides. 

Compare an apprenticeship route and a T-Level 
route into the construction industry, 
considering time, cost and outcome. 

A 
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Unit 8 - AC1.8 - Health & Safety 
Examined in Term 1. Key topics: HASWA, CDM 2015, RIDDOR, COSHH, PPE, risk assessment, method statements, welfare, HSE. 

AC1.8 - Health & Safety 

Word Type Definition Example in Construction Tier 

HASWA 1974 noun 

Health and Safety at Work Act 1974 - the 
primary UK legislation placing duties on 
employers to ensure a safe workplace and 
on employees not to endanger others. 

Under HASWA 1974, employers must provide 
safe systems of work, safe equipment, adequate 
training and a safe working environment. 

E 

CDM 2015 noun 

Construction (Design and Management) 
Regulations 2015 - require appointment 
of a Principal Designer and Principal 
Contractor on projects with more than 
one contractor. 

Under CDM 2015, the Principal Contractor 
must produce and maintain a Construction 
Phase Plan and ensure all sub-contractors have 
received site inductions. 

E 

RIDDOR noun 
(acronym) 

Reporting of Injuries, Diseases and 
Dangerous Occurrences Regulations - 
require employers to report specified 
workplace incidents to the HSE. 

Under RIDDOR, a fracture sustained on a 
construction site must be reported to the HSE 
within 10 days via the online reporting system. 

E 

COSHH noun 
(acronym) 

Control of Substances Hazardous to 
Health Regulations - require employers to 
assess and control exposure to hazardous 
substances including cement dust, silica 
and solvents. 

Under COSHH, a carpenter cutting MDF must 
wear an FFP3-rated dust mask and work in a 
ventilated area to control fine wood dust 
exposure. 

E 

Construction 
Phase Plan noun 

A document required by CDM 2015 
describing how H&S will be managed 
during construction, including site rules, 
emergency procedures and welfare 
arrangements. 

The Principal Contractor must produce the 
Construction Phase Plan before any 
construction work begins on site. 

E 

Principal 
Contractor noun 

The contractor with overall responsibility 
for managing health and safety on site 
during the construction phase; required 
on projects with more than one 
contractor. 

The Principal Contractor must coordinate H&S 
activities of all sub-contractors and is legally 
responsible for the safety of all workers on 
site. 

E 

method 
statement noun 

A document describing step by step how 
a specific construction task will be carried 
out safely, including tools, sequence, risk 
controls and PPE. 

A method statement for the scaffold erection 
must be submitted to the Principal Contractor 
for approval before work above 2m begins. 

E 

permit to work noun 

A formal written authority required 
before certain high-risk activities can 
begin, such as hot works, electrical 
isolation, confined space entry or 
working at height. 

Before any welding (hot works) can begin in 
the occupied building, a signed permit to work 
must be obtained from the site manager. 

E 

welfare facilities noun 

Facilities required under CDM 2015 on 
all construction sites: flushing toilets, 
washing facilities, rest area, changing 
rooms and somewhere to prepare hot 
food and drinks. 

The Principal Contractor is required to provide 
adequate welfare facilities from the first day of 
construction work on site. 

E 

HSE noun 
(acronym) 

Health and Safety Executive - the UK 
government body responsible for 
regulating and enforcing workplace health 
and safety legislation. 

The HSE can issue improvement notices (fix 
within a specified time), prohibition notices 
(stop work immediately) and bring criminal 
prosecutions for H&S breaches. 

E 

explain verb 
A WJEC command word: make 
something clear by giving reasons, linking 
cause to effect with connective language. 

Explain two duties of an employer under 
HASWA 1974. (Must name the duty AND 
explain what it requires in practice.) 

E 

Excellence  *  Character  *  Aspiration  |  For pupils, parents and carers 



Carshalton Boys Sports College  |  Construction  |  Year 11 Vocabulary  |  WJEC Eduqas CTBE  |  2026-2027                                  Page 14 

AC1.8 - Health & Safety 

Word Type Definition Example in Construction Tier 

evaluate verb 
A WJEC command word: weigh up 
evidence, consider both sides and reach a 
justified conclusion. 

Evaluate the effectiveness of CDM 2015 in 
reducing construction site accidents compared 
to the previous regulations. 

A 
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Unit 9 - NEA Examination Technique 
This unit covers WJEC command words, exam technique and the specialist vocabulary of the NEA controlled assessment tasks. 

NEA Examination Technique 

Indicative Scope noun 

The WJEC document defining the 
practical tasks students must complete 
for Task 3b of the NEA. Changes annually. 
Success criteria (Task 2) are written 
specifically for the Indicative Scope task. 

Success criteria in Task 2 must reference the 
specific measurements and outcomes described 
in the Indicative Scope - not a generic version 
of the trade. 

E 

candidate 
declaration noun 

The formal document signed by both the 
student and teacher confirming that the 
NEA work is the student's own and was 
completed under the required conditions. 

The candidate declaration must be completed 
and signed before the NEA folder is submitted. 
A missing or unsigned declaration may result in 
the work not being marked. 

E 

indirect 
supervision noun 

The level of teacher oversight required 
during all NEA tasks: the teacher is 
present in the room but may not provide 
subject-specific guidance on content. 

Under indirect supervision, students work 
independently. The teacher may clarify task 
requirements but cannot advise on the quality 
or content of students' work. 

E 

SMART success 
criteria noun 

Success criteria that are Specific, 
Measurable, Achievable, Relevant and 
Time-bound - required by the WJEC 
mark scheme for Task 2 of the NEA. 

'All copper compression joints to be hand-tight 
plus one full turn and leak-free when tested' is 
a SMART criterion. 'Joints must be good 
quality' is not. 

E 

Water Supply 
Regulations noun 

Water Supply (Water Fittings) 
Regulations 1999 - legal requirements 
governing domestic plumbing installations 
to prevent contamination, waste and 
misuse of the public water supply. 

The plumbing Task 1 specification must 
reference the Water Supply Regulations and 
explain how the installation prevents backflow 
contamination. 

E 

BS 7671 noun 

British Standard for electrical installations 
(IET Wiring Regulations, 18th Edition) - 
the technical standard all fixed electrical 
work in the UK must comply with. 

The electrics Task 4 evaluation should 
reference BS 7671 when assessing whether the 
demonstration circuit would be suitable for a 
real-world installation. 

E 

Band 3 noun 

The highest mark band in the WJEC 
examination mark scheme; awarded for 
detailed, accurate knowledge used 
effectively to evaluate, with consistently 
well-reasoned judgements. 

To access Band 3 on a 12-mark evaluate 
question, students must make a final 
judgement, not just list advantages and 
disadvantages. 

E 

command word noun 

A verb used in examination questions to 
specify the type of response required. 
Different command words require 
fundamentally different types of answer. 

The most common error in the WJEC exam is 
writing a 'describe' response to an 'evaluate' 
question - always identify the command word 
before starting to write. 

E 

mark scheme noun 

The official document used by examiners 
to award marks; specifies what content, 
key terms and level of analysis is required 
at each mark band. 

Reading the mark scheme alongside model 
answers is one of the most effective revision 
strategies for improving extended answer 
quality. 

E 

PATHS noun 
(acronym) 

Positive comment, Attainment grade, 
Target to improve, How to achieve it, 
Student response - the school's feedback 
model used after every assessment. 

After receiving PATHS feedback on a mock 
exam answer, a student writes their green-pen 
response to demonstrate they have 
understood and acted on the target. 

E 

identify verb 
A WJEC command word requiring you to 
name or point out a specific feature. One 
word or phrase is usually sufficient. 

Identify one type of foundation suitable for a 
building on soft ground. (Answer: raft 
foundation - no further explanation required 
for 1 mark.) 

E 

evaluate verb 
A WJEC command word requiring you to 
weigh up evidence from multiple 
perspectives and reach a justified 

Evaluate the suitability of CLT as a structural 
material for a 10-storey residential building. A 
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NEA Examination Technique 

conclusion. Always required for 9-12 
mark questions. 

(Must include advantages, disadvantages and a 
final justified judgement.) 
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