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🔨🔨  Subject Vision — Why Construction Matters 

Our Vision 
Year 9 Construction is a deliberately designed bridge subject connecting KS3 making skills to the Eduqas Level 1/2 
Vocational Award in Construction and the Built Environment (CTBE). 

Across 36 lessons and six half-terms, pupils rotate through three of the UK's most important skilled trades — 
Carpentry, Electrics and Plumbing — completing a Mock NEA portfolio for each that rehearses exactly the 
structure of the Year 11 Final NEA, while building CTBE theory knowledge entirely through independent WOTC 
study, so that no lesson time is lost to theory delivery. 

Key Concepts This Year 
▸  Three trades: precision timber craft (Wooden Mallet), L/N/E electrical wiring (LED Strip circuit), and plumbing (Skills Board) — each brought to a 
professional finish. 
▸  NEA practice: every half-term follows the same rhythm — practical making in the first three lessons, NEA write-up (Tasks 1–4) in the second three. 
▸  Four theory topics: AC1.8 Health & Safety, AC1.7 Trades & Careers, AC1.3 Buildings & Structures, AC1.2 Life Cycle — assessed weekly through WOTC 
quizzes, never in lesson time. 
▸  Vocational literacy: self-assessment against the Eduqas Indicative SCOPE framework, plus material cost and profit calculations. 
▸  Mock before Final: the Mock NEA mirrors the Year 11 Final NEA exactly — same task structure, same slide numbering, same SCOPE assessment. 

 

🧭🧭  Curriculum Journey — Learning Sequence by Term 

AUTUMN 1 AUTUMN 2 SPRING 1 SPRING 2 SUMMER 1 SUMMER 2 

H&S in Practice Carpentry — Wooden Mallet Carpentry Finalisation & Electrics Electrics Finalisation & Plumbing Plumbing Completion & Portfolio Review Plumbing Skills Board & Assessment 
HT1, L1–6: focused practical H&S tasks; AC1.8 
Health & Safety WOTC quiz, one per lesson (6 
quizzes). 

HT2, L7–12: Wooden Mallet practical (3 lessons) 
and NEA Tasks 1–4 write-up (3 lessons); AC1.7 
Trades & Careers WOTC; PATHS feedback after 
write-up. 

HT3, L13–18: Carpentry finalisation and Electrics 
LED Strip circuit introduced; AC1.3 Buildings & 
Structures WOTC; Carpentry self-assessed vs 
Indicative SCOPE. 

HT4, L19–24: Electrics finalisation and Plumbing 
Skills Board introduced; AC1.2 Life Cycle WOTC 
begins; Electrics self-assessed vs Indicative SCOPE. 

HT5, L25–30: Plumbing completion and full 
portfolio review; AC1.2 Life Cycle continues with 
spaced retrieval; Plumbing self-assessed and 
portfolio submitted. 

HT6, L31–36: Plumbing and theory catch-up; NEA 
catch-up and personal statement; all four AC topics 
spaced for final revision; Final NEA grades recorded. 

A Spiral Curriculum  Marking out, cutting and joining skills from Years 7–8 return at professional tolerance across three trades: wedge tenon joinery, L/N/E wiring, and compression/speed-fit plumbing fittings. The structured written evaluation first introduced in Year 7 becomes a formal Task 
4 NEA evaluation against SMART success criteria, preparing pupils directly for the Year 10–11 Final NEA and examination. 

 

📝📝  Assessment Information 

How Pupils Are Assessed 

▸  CBSC Level Tracking: a 1–4 grid completed every practical lesson across all three trades. 
▸  WOTC Theory Quizzes: a 10-question Google Form quiz after every lesson, covering AC1.8, AC1.7, AC1.3 and AC1.2 in turn; theory is 
never delivered in lesson time. 
▸  Mock NEA Portfolio: four written tasks per trade (sources & job spec, SMART criteria, planning/risk assessment, evaluation), assessed 
against the Eduqas Indicative SCOPE framework. 
▸  PATHS formal written feedback: delivered after each half-term's NEA write-up, before the next trade begins. 

Formal Assessment by Half-Term 

▸  HT1: H&S in Practice: WOTC quiz, one per lesson (6 quizzes), on AC1.8 Health & Safety legislation. 
▸  HT2–3: Carpentry Wooden Mallet: Mock NEA Tasks 1–4; self-assessment against Indicative SCOPE; PATHS feedback. 
▸  HT3–4: Electrics LED Strip: Mock NEA Tasks 1–4; self-assessment against Indicative SCOPE. 
▸  HT4–5: Plumbing Skills Board: Mock NEA Tasks 1–4; self-assessment against Indicative SCOPE; full portfolio submitted. 
▸  HT6: End of Year: Final NEA grades recorded across all three trades, informing Year 10 transition. 

 

⭐  PATHS Marking Framework 

Every formal assessment is followed by feedback using PATHS — the school's consistent feedback model. No PATHS cycle is complete until the pupil has responded. 
 Element What it means Example in this year 

P Positive Comment A specific, sincere comment on a genuine strength — not generic praise. “Your Carpentry risk assessment has 10 hazards with accurate RAG ratings, all control measures relate specifically to the mallet-making process, and 
your teacher has countersigned correctly.” 

A Attainment Mark / Grade A clear CBSC Level (1–4), plus a comment indicating where the pupil is working relative to year-
group expectations. “CBSC Level 3 — Expected. Your NEA Task 3 meets the expected standard for Year 9. Your Indicative SCOPE self-assessment of Band 3 is accurate.” 

T Target to Improve A single, specific, construction-focused target — never generic. “Your Task 4 Written Evaluation does not yet address whether the mallet fulfilled the design brief — the four sections (Brief fulfilled? / User needs 
met? / WWW / EBI) are incomplete.” 

H How-to Instructions A specific, actionable instruction telling the student exactly how to meet the target. “Open Slide 17. Write a paragraph for each of the four sections. Reference at least two of your SMART success criteria from Slide 10 with specific 
measurement evidence.” 

S Student Response Students respond in green pen in the same or next lesson. No PATHS cycle is complete without the 
student response. 

“Brief fulfilled — my mallet passes the functionality test. Head dimensions are within ±2mm of specification. EBI: I would add a second coat of varnish 
to the handle for better protection.” 
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