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A Note for Parents and Carers

Welcome to your son's Year 8 Citizenship vocabulary booklet. This booklet builds directly on Year 7 and
introduces the more complex, contested vocabulary of rights in action, criminal justice, and democratic
debate.

Why vocabulary matters

A pupil's vocabulary at age 12 is one of the strongest predictors of academic success at GCSE and beyond. In
Year 8, Citizenship vocabulary becomes more precise and more demanding: instead of defining 'rights’, pupils
must explain 'proportionality’; instead of 'voting', they must assess 'disproportionate representation'. The
words in this booklet are the tools of confident civic argument.

How this booklet is organised
For each of the three Year 8 units, we set out two tiers of vocabulary:

* Tier 2 vocabulary Tier 2 vocabulary is the academic language of argument, analysis and evaluation —
words used across many subjects (e.g. 'evaluate', 'consequence’, 'assess'). These words are how
extended Citizenship writing sounds.

* Tier 3 vocabulary Tier 3 vocabulary is the specific language of a Citizenship student (e.g. 'apartheid’,
'joint enterprise', 'FPTP', 'franchise'). These words have precise meanings that pupils need to use
accurately in assessments.

* Expected — Expected — every pupil is expected to know, spell and use these by the end of the unit.
* Aspirational — Aspirational — stretch words for pupils aiming for top grades, to be used in extended
writing.
How vocabulary will be tested
* Knowledge tests staggered across each unit.

* Vocabulary as homework — learning these words is a significant part of homework throughout Year 8.

* Embedded into extended writing assessments — precise use of Tier 3 vocabulary lifts grades.

How you can help at home

You do not need to be a Citizenship expert to help. The metacognitive strategies on the next page give your
son concrete, evidence-based tools for getting words into long-term memory. Fifteen minutes, three times a
week — quizzing in the car, at dinner;, or before bed — makes a measurable difference.
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How to Learn Vocabulary by Heart

'Learning by heart' means committing words to long-term memory so they can be retrieved fluently when
needed — in writing, in answering a question, in reading a source. The five strategies below, used
consistently, will achieve this.

. Look, Cover, Write, Check

Look at the word and its definition. Cover them. Write both from memory. Uncover and check. Repeat any
you got wrong. The effortful retrieval is what builds memory — copying does not work.

2. The Leitner System (Spaced Practice with Flashcards)

Make flashcards with the word on one side and definition on the other. Sort into three boxes:

* Box | Box | — review every day: words you do not yet know.
* Box 2 Box 2 — review every three days: words you got right once.

* Box 3 Box 3 — review once a week: words you got right twice in a row.

When you get a Box 2 or 3 word wrong, it goes back to Box |. Two weeks of this system will surprise you.

3. Dual Coding — A Word, A Picture, A Sentence

For every Tier 3 word, draw a small sketch and write a sentence using it correctly in a Citizenship context.
The brain remembers images and stories better than abstract definitions. A sketch of a courtroom next to
'joint enterprise' is worth ten readings.

4. Self-Quizzing Out Loud

Close the booklet. Say the definition aloud in your own words without looking. Then check. If you can do it
in full sentences without notes, you know it. Speaking forces retrieval — and retrieval builds memory.

5. Use the Word in Writing

A word you have used in a sentence is a word you own. After learning a set, write a short paragraph
(50-100 words) using as many as you can correctly. Bring your paragraph to your teacher — they will gladly
read it.

A Weekly Routine That Works

* Monday — |5 mins. Look-Cover-Write-Check on this week's ten new words.
* Wednesday — |5 mins. Leitner-system review of all current flashcards.
* Friday — |5 mins. Self-quiz out loud, then write one paragraph using five of the words.
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Tier Markers — Expected and Aspirational

E — Expected A — Aspirational

Every Year 8 pupil should know, spell and use these Stretch words for High Prior Attainers and pupils
words by the end of the unit. aiming for top grades. Use these in extended writing.

Why these tiers?

All pupils — every single Year 8 boy — are expected to learn the Expected words. There is no opt-out.
Vocabulary is the foundation of everything we do in Citizenship, and Expected words are the minimum
entitlement.

Aspirational words are how High Prior Attainers distinguish themselves. They are not extra credit — they
are the language of confident, informed citizens. Using them appropriately in extended writing reliably moves
a piece of work up a grade.

How vocabulary connects to assessment

Every PATHS assessment in Citizenship credits accurate use of subject vocabulary. Pupils who use Tier 3
words precisely score higher. Pupils who deploy Aspirational words appropriately score higher still.
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Unit | — Human Rights in Action

Autumn Term

The vocabulary of rights, discrimination, civic action and the protection of human dignity.

Tier 2 — Human Rights in Action — Academic Vocabulary

Academic vocabulary — words used across many subjects

Word

identify

explain

describe

assess

evaluate

consequence

justify

campaign

lobby

proportionality
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Type

verb

verb

verb

verb

verb

noun

verb

verb/noun

verb

noun

Definition

To recognise and name something,
usually using evidence.

To make something clear by giving
reasons and detail.

To give a clear account of what
something is like.

To weigh evidence and make a
judgement about something's
importance or effectiveness.

To judge the value, success or
importance of something, considering
strengths and weaknesses.

A result or effect of an action or event.

To give reasons that support a decision
or viewpoint.

To take organised action to achieve a
social or political goal.

To seek to influence a politician or
official on a particular issue.

The principle that a response or
punishment should be in appropriate
proportion to the situation.
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Example in Citizenship

Identify two examples of racism from
the case studies studied.

Explain how human rights laws protect
people from discrimination.

Describe the methods used by
campaigners against child soldiers.

Assess the arguments for and against
sporting boycotts.

Evaluate whether the smacking ban in
Scotland has been effective.

One consequence of child soldiers is
severe psychological trauma.

Justify your view on whether parents
should be allowed to smack their
children.

Citizens can campaign against child
soldiers by writing to MPs.

Charities lobby MPs to change the law
on smacking.

Proportionality is a key principle in
deciding how to punish rule-breakers.

Tier
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Tier 3 — Human Rights in Action — Subject-Specific Vocabulary

Subject-specific vocabulary — the precise language of a citizen

human rights

UDHR

ECHR

Human Rights

Act 1998

discrimination

stereotype

racism

sporting boycott

Apartheid

child soldier

Carshalton Boys Sports College | Citizenship Department

Type

noun

noun

noun

noun

noun

noun

noun

noun

noun

noun

Definition

Freedoms every person is entitled to by
virtue of being human, regardless of
nationality or status.

Universal Declaration of Human Rights
— the UN's 1948 list of 30 basic rights
for all people.

European Convention on Human Rights
— a treaty protecting rights in Council
of Europe states.

UK law that incorporates ECHR rights
into domestic law, allowing cases to be
heard in UK courts.

Treating a person or group unfairly
because of a characteristic such as race,
gender or religion.

A simplified, generalised belief about a
group of people that ignores individual
differences.

Prejudice or discrimination directed at
someone because of their race.

When one team, nation or organisation
refuses to compete with another as a
form of political protest.

The system of institutionalised racial
segregation enforced in South Africa
from 1948 to 1991.

A person under |8 years of age who is
recruited or used by an armed group in
any capacity.

Page 7

Example in Citizenship

Human rights are violated when a child
is forced to become a soldier.

Article 2 of the UDHR prohibits
discrimination on any grounds.

The ECHR is enforced by the
European Court of Human Rights in
Strasbourg.

The Human Rights Act 1998 allows
UK citizens to challenge government
actions in UK courts.

Racism in football is a form of
discrimination based on race.

A racial stereotype assumes all people
of one race share the same traits.

Racism in football includes monkey
chanting and social media abuse
directed at players.

The sporting boycott of Apartheid
South Africa helped isolate the regime
internationally.

Basil D'Oliveira’s selection for England
in 1968 led to South Africa cancelling
the tour due to Apartheid.

The Lord's Resistance Army in Uganda
recruited thousands of child soldiers.

Tier

E
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Definition Example in Citizenship
corporal noun Physical punishment inflicted on a person = Corporal punishment in UK state E
punishment as a penalty, such as caning in schools. schools was banned in 1986.
reasonable noun The legal defence in England and Scotland and Wales have abolished E
chastisement Northern Ireland that permits parents to /€2sonable chastisement; England and

. . Northern Ireland retain it.
use moderate physical force on children.

conscientious noun A person who refuses to perform Muhammad Ali was a conscientious A
objector military service on moral or religious objector who refused to fight in the
Vietnam War.
grounds.
rehabilitation noun The process of restoring someone to Rehabilitation centres are essential for = A
health, normal life or a useful role in fo;jmer child soldiers to recover and
. reintegrate.
society.
civic action noun Activity by citizens aimed at improving Writing to your MP about child A
their community or influencing public soldiers is a form of civic action.
policy.
jurisprudence noun The theory and philosophy of law; the The Human Rights Act drew on A

European jurisprudence to define

body of legal principles underpinning a
protected rights.

legal system.
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Unit 2 — Crime and the Justice System

Spring Term

The vocabulary of crime, law, courts and justice as young people encounter them.

Tier 2 — Crime and the Justice System — Academic Vocabulary

Academic vocabulary — words used across many subjects

Word Type Definition Example in Citizenship Tier

define verb To state the exact meaning of a word or = Define what constitutes a crime in E
concept. English law.

explain verb To make something clear by giving Explain the role of the Crown E

reasons and detail. Prosecution Service.

analyse verb To examine Something carefu”)l, breaking Ana/yse the causes of the 2011 riots. E
it into parts to understand it better.

cause noun A reason something happens. One cause of youth crime is peer E
pressure.
consequence noun A result or effect of an action or event. A consequence of crime is emotional E

trauma for victims.

bias noun An inclination to favour one side unfairly; The CPS was created to avoid police E

a lack of impartiality. bias in charging decisions.

impartial adjective Treating all parties equally and without The CPS must be impartial when E

eunite] deciding whether to charge a suspect.

rehabilitate verb To help someone return to a normal, Youth courts aim to rehabilitate young | E
healthy life or productive role in society. = Offenders rather than simply punish
them.
deter verb To discourage someone from doing Joint enterprise is said to deter gang A
something, usually through fear of members from staying silent about
crimes.
consequences.
proportionate adjective Corresponding in size, degree or A proportionate sentence for a minor A

offence should not be as severe as for

severity to something else; appropriate ) ’
a serious crime.

to the circumstances.
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Tier 3 — Crime and the Justice System — Subject-Specific

Vocabulary

Subject-specific vocabulary — the precise language of a citizen

crime

crime rate

police

stop and search

arrest

caution

Crown
Prosecution
Service

magistrates'
court

crown court

youth court
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Type

noun

noun

noun

noun

noun

noun

noun

noun

noun

noun

Definition

An act that is illegal and can be punished
by the state.

The number of crimes recorded per
head of population in a given area.

The civil force responsible for
maintaining public order, detecting crime
and enforcing the law.

A police power to stop a person in a
public place and search them if there are
reasonable grounds for suspicion.

The act of detaining a person by legal
authority to answer a criminal charge.

The formal warning given to a suspect
on arrest, advising them of their right to
silence.

The government body responsible for
deciding whether to prosecute criminal
cases in England and Wales.

A lower court dealing with less serious
criminal offences, presided over by
magistrates.

A higher court dealing with serious
criminal offences, with a judge and jury.

A specialist magistrates' court dealing
with offenders aged 10 to 17, with a
focus on rehabilitation.

Page 10

Example in Citizenship

Theft, assault and fraud are all crimes
under English law.

Crime rates tend to be higher in areas
of greater economic deprivation.

The police have the power to stop and
search individuals on reasonable
grounds.

Critics argue stop and search is used
disproportionately against young Black
men.

A police officer must read the caution
when making an arrest.

"You do not have to say anything..." is
the opening of the police caution.

The CPS, not the police, decides
whether there is sufficient evidence to
charge a suspect.

Most criminal cases in England begin at
the magistrates' court.

Murder and rape cases are tried at the
crown court.

Youth courts are private — members
of the public cannot attend.

Tier
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sentencing

joint enterprise

Youth Offending
Team

perpetrator

acquittal

custodial
sentence

community
order

recidivism
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noun

noun

noun

noun

noun

noun

noun

Definition

The process by which a court
determines the punishment for a
convicted offender.

A legal doctrine that allows multiple
people to be convicted of the same
crime even if they played different roles.

A multi-agency team working with young
people at risk of committing or
reoffending crimes.

A person who carries out a crime or
harmful act.

A formal judgement that a defendant is
not guilty of a crime.

A punishment that involves
imprisonment or detention.

A sentence that requires an offender to
complete unpaid work or attend
programmes in the community.

The tendency of a convicted criminal to
reoffend.
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Example in Citizenship

Sentencing options for young offenders

include fines, community orders and
custody.

Under joint enterprise, a person
present at a stabbing can be convicted

of murder even if they did not hold the

knife.

The Youth Offending Team includes
police, social workers, teachers and
health professionals.

The perpetrator of the robbery was
sentenced to four years.

The acquittal was controversial
because many believed the evidence
was strong.

A custodial sentence is reserved for
the most serious offences.

A community order is used for less
serious offences as an alternative to
custody.

High recidivism rates suggest that

custodial sentences alone do not deter

reoffending.
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Unit 3 — Democracy and Voting

Summer Term

The vocabulary of elections, democratic systems, civic duty and political power.

Tier 2 — Democracy and Voting — Academic Vocabulary

Academic vocabulary — words used across many subjects

Word Type Definition Example in Citizenship Tier

argue verb To give reasons or evidence in support  Argue the case for extending the vote E
of a position. to 6-year-olds.

evaluate verb To make a judgement about the value or = Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses E
effectiveness of something, weighing of the First Past the Post system.
evidence.

compare verb To identify similarities and differences Compare the FPTP and proportional E

between two or more things. (PRI G

significance noun The importance or meaning of Explain the significance of the E
something. Suffragettes’ campaign for women's
suffrage.
representative adjective  Acting or speaking on behalf of others; = The UK's Parliament is not fully E
reflecting the composition of a larger representative because FPTP distorts
results.
group.
accountability noun The obligation to accept responsibility ~ Democracy depends on politicians E

being accountable to the voters who
elected them.

for one's actions and decisions.

reform noun/verb  To make changes to improve a system; a = Electoral reform campaigners argue E

change made to improve something. that FPTP should be replaced by PR.

disproportionate adjective | Out of proportion; larger or smaller FPTP produces disproportionate E
results: a party can win most seats

than would be expected or fair. : P
with a minority of votes.

mandate noun The authority given by voters to a Critics argue a government elected on A
() .
government to carry out its policies. 34% of the vote lacks a full democratic
mandate.
consensus noun General agreement among a group of There is no political consensus in the A

UK on whether to introduce

people. ’ )
proportional representation.
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Tier 3 — Democracy and Voting — Subject-Specific Vocabulary

Subject-specific vocabulary — the precise language of a citizen

democracy

franchise

suffrage

turnout

First Past the
Post

proportional

representation

suffragette

direct action

constitutional

monarchy

dictatorship

manifesto
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Type

noun

noun

noun

noun

noun

noun

noun

noun

noun

noun

noun

Definition

A system of government in which power
is held by the people, usually through
elected representatives.

The right to vote in public elections.

The right to vote in political elections.

The proportion of eligible voters who
actually vote in an election.

The UK electoral system for general
elections, in which the candidate with
the most votes in each constituency
wins.

An electoral system in which the
percentage of seats a party wins reflects
its share of the national vote.

A member of the Women's Social and
Political Union who campaigned
militantly for women's right to vote.

Protest or campaigning that involves
immediate, hands-on methods, which
may be legal or illegal.

A system in which a monarch is head of
state but must act within the limits of a
constitution.

A system of government in which one
person holds total power, often
maintained by coercion.

A public declaration by a political party
of its policies and intentions if elected to
government.
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Example in Citizenship

The UK is a representative democracy:

citizens vote for MPs who make
decisions on their behalf.

The franchise was extended to women
over 2/ in 1928.

Universal suffrage means every adult
citizen has the right to vote.

Low turnout is seen as a sign of voter
apathy and democratic disengagement.

In 2024, Labour won 63% of seats with
only 34% of the vote — a product of
FPTR

Under PR, a party winning 20% of
votes would receive approximately
20% of seats.

Suffragettes used direct action
including hunger strikes and
window-smashing to demand the vote.

The Suffragettes' use of direct action
included both peaceful demonstrations
and illegal acts.

The UK is a constitutional monarchy:
the monarch's powers are ceremonial
and constitutional.

North Korea is a dictatorship: the
government controls all aspects of
public and private life.

Voters compare party manifestos to
decide which policies they support.

Tier
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Definition Example in Citizenship

coalition noun A temporary alliance of parties who The 2010 UK election produced a E
coalition government between

govern together because no single party - :
Conservatives and Liberal Democrats.

won a majority.

apathy noun Lack of interest, enthusiasm or concern, = Voter apathy is cited as a reason for E

especially about politics or public affairs. shadllly Ao Elulee

devolution noun The transfer of powers from a central Devolution gave the Scottish A
Parliament and Welsh Senedd

government to regional or national : )
authority over many domestic matters.

bodies.
bicameral adjective  Having two separate legislative The UK Parliament is bicameral, A
chambers. consisting of the House of Commons
and the House of Lords.
hung parliament noun A parliament in which no single party A hung parliament usually leads to A
holds an overall majority of seats. coalition negotiations or a minority
government.
enfranchisement 7oun The granting of the right to vote to a The enfranchisement of women under = J

30 was completed by the Equal

roup previously excluded.
ErotPp 4 Franchise Act 1928.

gerrymandering  oun The manipulation of electoral Critics of FPTP argue that boundary A
changes can amount to

boundaries to favour a particular party. i
gerrymandering.
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