CARSHALTON BOYS SPORTS COLLEGE

Citizenship & Politics Department Curriculum Map

A coherent, spiral curriculum from Year 7 to Year 13 — developing citizens who understand the world and can act within it.

CITIZENSHIP & POLITICS DEPT -

© INTENTION

Our Curriculum Vision

Why we teach Citizenship and Politics — the
disciplinary aims shaping every lesson from Year
7 to Year 13.
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INFORMED CITIZENS

Pupils who understand — in precise detail —
how rights, law, democratic institutions and
global governance work. They know their
society and can articulate that knowledge with
accuracy and confidence.

ACTIVE PARTICIPANTS

Pupils equipped to engage in democratic life —
debating, weighing evidence, challenging power
and taking meaningful action as citizens in their
communities and beyond.

CRITICAL THINKERS

Pupils who evaluate political arguments, identify
power structures, and reach substantiated
judgements. At A Level, they think with the
analytical confidence of a political scientist.
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A Spiral Curriculum

Rights and law, introduced at KS3 through the UDHR,
UNCRC and the age of criminal responsibility, deepen
at GCSE into civil liberties and constitutional law, and
underpin A Level political philosophy. Democracy
grows from Year 7's First Past the Post basics, through
FPTP vs PR and votes at 16 in Year 8, to full GCSE
electoral systems and A Level comparative theory and
US politics. Community and identity, built across Years
7-9, reach full GCSE depth in Year 11's Identities unit.
The 'assess' and 'evaluate' writing register, introduced
in Year 7, is built through 8-mark GCSE responses to
10- and 12-mark questions, reaching 24- and 30-mark
A Level essay standard in Year 13.

THRESHOLD CONCEPTS
ALL SEVEN YEARS

Rights & Law
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€© IMPLEMENTATION

- CURRICULUM MAP 2026-27

- OCR J270 (9-1) GCSE | EDEXCEL A LEVEL POLITICS (9PLO)

THE CITIZENSHIP & POLITICS JOURNEY — YEARS 7 TO 13. Each topic is sequenced to revisit and deepen prior learning. Threshold concepts and the assess/evaluate writing register spiral across all
seven years.

KEY STAGE 3 - FOUNDATIONS OF CIVIC KNOWLEDGE AND DEMOCRATIC THINKING - THREE UNITS PER YEAR BUILDING RIGHTS, IDENTITY AND DEMOCRATIC LITERACY
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Rights & Responsibilities

Rules vs laws, equity and equality, the UDHR and UNCRC, and the link
between rights and responsibilities. 8-mark assess essay on the age of

criminal responsibility.

Human Rights in Action

Racism and discrimination, sporting boycotts, the Basil D'Oliveira affair,
Muhammad Ali's protest, child soldiers and the law on smacking. 8-mark

assess essay on sporting boycotts.

International Relations

Community, Identity & Britishness

Personal identity, community cohesion, volunteering and active
citizenship, the history of immigration to Britain, and core British values.
8-mark assess essay on the impact of immigration on British society.

Crime & the Justice System

Causes and consequences of crime, police powers, the courts hierarchy,
the youth justice system, joint enterprise and the 2011 riots. 8-mark

assess essay on joint enterprise.

The UN, EU, NATO, the Commonwealth, the Council of Europe and the WTO — origins, aims, membership, the
UK's role and evaluations of effectiveness (Rwanda, Srebrenica, Brexit). 8-mark evaluate essay on the
effectiveness of an international organisation.

Rights & Responsibilities

Politics & Democracy

Democracy and Parliament from Magna Carta to today, Parliament's
three roles, First Past the Post elections, political parties and
government formation. 8-mark assess essay on the strengths and

weaknesses of FPTP.

Democracy & Voting

FPTP vs PR, the Suffragettes, votes at 16, government formation,
democracy vs dictatorship, and the debate over the monarchy. 8-mark
assess essay on extending the vote to 16-year-olds.

Moral vs legal rights, rights at school, rights in conflict, consumer rights (Consumer Rights Act 2015),
employment rights (Equality Act 2010) and trade unions. 8-mark assess essay on the extent to which UK law

protects workers' rights.

KEY STAGE 4 - OCR GCSE (J270) CITIZENSHIP STUDIES - THREE PAPERS, SIX UNITS ACROSS YEARS 10 AND 11 - AO3 EVALUATION WEIGHTED AT 40% OF THE OVERALL GRADE
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Law & the Legal System
Criminal vs civil law, sources of
law, the justice system and the
purpose of sanctions. End-of-unit
past paper assessment across
Papers 1, 2 and 3.

Identities & Diversity
British identity and values,
migration push and pull factors,
asylum and refugees, the
immigration debate and
community cohesion. 12-mark
essay plus end-of-unit past
paper (Papers 1 and 3).

Democracy, Elections &
Voting

Representative democracy, UK
electoral systems (FPTP, AMS,
STV), political parties and
democratic values. End-of-unit
past paper assessment (Papers 1
and 2).

UK & the Wider World

The UN, NATO, EU,
Commonwealth and WTO; Brexit
costs and benefits; international
intervention, International
Humanitarian Law and NGOs.
12-mark essay (EU/UN) plus end-
of-topic assessment.

Layers of Government
Forming governments and
coalitions, Cabinet roles, and
local, regional and devolved
government. End-of-unit past
paper assessment (Papers 1 and
2).

Rights & Responsibilities
Human, moral, legal and political
rights; Magna Carta; the UDHR,
ECHR, UNCRC and HRA 1998;
trade unions; rights in conflict.
Synoptic 12-mark question plus
past paper assessment (Papers
1,2 and 3).

UK Constitution

Separation of powers, the
bicameral Parliament,
ceremonial roles, the uncodified
constitution and sovereignty. 12-
mark essay plus end-of-unit past
paper assessment.

Revision | — Democracy,
Government & Law
Democracy, elections and the
constitution; branches of
government; law, courts and the
justice system. 12-mark essay
practice with full PATHS
feedback.

Economy, Media & Politics
Beyond the UK

Taxation and public spending,
the free press and regulation,
and UK democracy compared
internationally. End-of-topic past
paper assessment (Papers 1 and
2).

Revision Il — Identity &
International Relations
British values, immigration and
international organisations;
Paper 1 and Paper 3 mock
examinations under full exam
conditions.

Participation &
Citizenship Action

Routes to participation, and
planning, executing and
evaluating a real Citizenship
Action project (Component 02).
12-mark Citizenship Action
evaluation question.

Revision Il &
Examinations

Economy, media and Citizenship
Action data interpretation,
revised up to the OCR
examinations (May/June); the
Citizenship Action statement is
submitted by 15 May.

KEY STAGE 5 - EDEXCEL A LEVEL POLITICS (9PLO) - UK POLITICS, UK GOVERNMENT, POLITICAL IDEAS & US POLITICS ACROSS TWO YEARS - AO1, AO2 & AO3 EQUALLY

WEIGHTED AT 33%% EACH
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A-LEVEL

13

A-LEVEL

Democracy

Democracy, Participation
& Parties

Direct and representative
democracy, the widening of the
franchise, pressure groups, UK
rights culture, and the origins
and ideology of the main UK
parties. 10-mark questions and
30-mark timed essays.

Nationalism & US
Constitution

Nationalism — core principles,
types and key thinkers,
culminating in a 24-mark essay.
US Constitution — codification,
entrenchment, federalism and
checks and balances.

Power & Authority
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Active Citizenship

Electoral Systems &
Voting Behaviour

FPTP, AMS, STV and the Closed
List System; referendums; long-
and short-term voting factors;
the role of the media; election
case studies. 10-mark questions
and 30-mark timed essays.

US Congress & Presidency
Congress — structure, functions
and voting behaviour. Presidency
— formal and informal powers,
EXOP, and the imperial vs
imperilled presidency debate.
30-mark essays plus 12-mark
comparisons.

Identity & Diversity
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The Constitution &
Parliament

The nature and sources of the
UK constitution, constitutional
change since 1997, devolution,
and the structure and relative
powers of the Commons and
Lords. 10-mark questions and
30-mark essays.

US Supreme Court, Civil
Rights & Comparative
Approaches

SCOTUS powers, key cases,
activism vs restraint, race and
rights; rational, cultural and
structural comparative theories
applied across all six comparison
areas.

Justice

Political Ideas & Ideology

CURRICULUM MAP 2026-27 -

PM, Executive & Branch
Relations

The powers and constraints of
the PM and executive, ministerial
responsibility, presidentialism,
the Supreme Court, judicial
review and the location of
sovereignty. 10-mark questions
and 30-mark essays.

Revision — Papers 1 & 2

Six revision blocks across
Democracy & Participation,
Parties, Electoral Systems,
Voting Behaviour, the
Constitution, Parliament, PM &
Executive and all four ideologies.

Community & Cohesion

Component 1 Revision
Recap

Two revision blocks revisiting
Democracy & Participation,
Political Parties, Electoral
Systems and Voting Behaviour —
AS-style practice ahead of Year
13.

Revision — Paper 3

Four revision blocks across the
US Constitution & Congress,
Presidency & Supreme Court,
and Democracy & Participation,
with a flexible final block
targeting each class's weakest
areas.

Global Governance

Political Ideas —
Liberalism, Conservatism
& Socialism

Core principles, internal tensions

and key thinkers of each
ideology, culminating in three
24-mark 'to what extent' timed
essays.

A Level Examinations

Papers 1, 2 and 3 sat in the
same examination series — 2
hours per paper, 84 marks each,
33%% each.

Evidence & Argument

OCR J270 (9-1) GCSE | EDEXCEL A LEVEL POLITICS (9PLO)
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How We Measure Success

What our pupils know, can do, and go on to achieve.

ACADEMIC OUTCOMES

>

Strong GCSE outcomes at OCR J270 with high attainment
at grades 7-9.

Year-on-year improvements in PATHS assessment data
showing genuine progress.

A Level results consistently meeting or exceeding national
averages.

High-quality Citizenship Action projects demonstrating real
community engagement.

Successful progression of Year 11 pupils into A Level
Politics.

WIDER IMPACT

>

Cause & Consequence

Pupils articulate how power, law and democracy function
using precise vocabulary.

Confident extended discursive writing from Year 7 through
to 30-mark A Level essays.

Structured debate and oracy practised in every year
group.

Strong PATHS feedback culture — no assessment cycle is
complete until pupils respond in green pen.

Politics chosen as an academic pathway into Russell Group
universities.

KNOWLEDGE

A secure body of civic
knowledge — rights,
institutions, democratic
processes, political ideas
and case studies.

SKILLS

Extended discursive
writing, structured
debate, evidence-based
argument and source
evaluation.

DISPOSITION

Curiosity, evidence-led
reasoning, civic
responsibility and
commitment to active
participation.

DESTINATIONS

University, law, politics,
journalism, public service,
NGOs and civil society
careers.

Citizenship Action




