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A Note for Parents and Carers 
Welcome to your son's Year 9 Citizenship vocabulary booklet. Year 9 is the final year of Key Stage 3 and the 
most demanding. The vocabulary in this booklet spans international governance, human rights law, consumer 
protection and employment law. These are the words of adult civic life — and your son needs to know them 
precisely. 

Why vocabulary matters in Year 9 
Year 9 Citizenship is taught to GCSE Citizenship Studies standards. The vocabulary in this booklet appears 
directly in GCSE exam questions, mark schemes and the texts pupils are expected to read and produce. A 
pupil who deploys 'multilateralism', 'collective defence', 'the veto', 'proportionality' and 'protected 
characteristic' accurately and fluently is a pupil who will score well at GCSE. These words are not decoration 
— they are the substance of the subject. 

How this booklet is organised 
•​ Tier 2 vocabulary: Tier 2 vocabulary: academic language used across subjects — the language of 

argument, evaluation and analysis. 
•​ Tier 3 vocabulary: Tier 3 vocabulary: the specific, precise language of Citizenship Studies — words 

with technical meanings that must be used accurately. 
 

•​ Expected (E): Expected (E): every pupil must know, spell and use these by the end of the unit. 
•​ Aspirational (A): Aspirational (A): stretch words for pupils aiming for GCSE top-band performance. 

These are the words of the greater depth descriptors. 

How vocabulary is tested 
•​ Key term knowledge recall tests x2 per unit (staggered, low-stakes, cumulative). 
•​ Embedded in GCSE-calibrated extended writing assessments — precise Tier 3 vocabulary directly 

affects marks. 
•​ Vocabulary as homework: learning these words is the primary homework task across Year 9. 

How you can help at home 
Fifteen minutes, three times a week: quiz your son on definitions, ask him to use words in a sentence, ask 
him to explain what an organisation does or what a law protects. The metacognitive strategies on the next 
page are the most effective tools available. 
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How to Learn Vocabulary by Heart 
In Year 9, the vocabulary load is the heaviest it has been. The stakes are also the highest: this is GCSE-level 
content. The five strategies below, applied consistently across the year, will ensure that words move from the 
page into long-term memory and fluent use. 

1. Look, Cover, Write, Check 
Look at the word and definition. Cover. Write both from memory. Uncover and check. Repeat everything 
wrong. The effortful retrieval is what creates memory. Copying does not. 

2. The Leitner System (Spaced Flashcard Practice) 
Make flashcards — paper or digital (Quizlet). Word on one side, definition on the other. Sort into three 
boxes: 

•​ Box 1 Box 1 — review daily: words not yet known. 
•​ Box 2 Box 2 — review every three days: words got right once. 
•​ Box 3 Box 3 — review weekly: words got right twice running. 

 
Wrong answers return to Box 1. Two weeks of this will transform your results. 

3. Dual Coding — A Word, A Picture, A Sentence 
For every Tier 3 word, draw a small image and write a sentence using it in a Citizenship context. A sketch of 
the UN Security Council chamber next to 'veto' is worth ten readings of the definition. 

4. Self-Quizzing Out Loud 
Close the booklet. Say the definition aloud in your own words. Check. If you can do it fluently without notes, 
you know it. Retrieve, don't just recognise. 

5. Use the Word in Writing 
A word you have used correctly in an extended paragraph is yours. After each set, write 50–100 words using 
as many words as possible in accurate Citizenship context. Show your teacher. 

Weekly Routine 
•​ Monday — 15 mins: Look-Cover-Write-Check on this week's new words. 
•​ Wednesday — 15 mins: Leitner-system review of all cards. 
•​ Friday — 15 mins: Self-quiz aloud, then write a paragraph using five words. 
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Tier Markers — Expected and Aspirational 
 

E — Expected 

Every Year 9 pupil should know, spell and use these 
words accurately by the end of the unit. These appear 
in GCSE exam questions. 

A — Aspirational 
GCSE top-band vocabulary. High Prior Attainers are 
expected to deploy these fluently in extended writing. 
They appear in mark scheme top-band descriptors. 

 

Why these tiers in Year 9? 
In Year 9, there is no opt-out from Expected vocabulary. These words appear in GCSE exam questions and 
in the mark scheme at every band level. A pupil who cannot use 'multilateralism', 'collective defence', 
'protected characteristic' or 'Alternative Dispute Resolution' accurately cannot access the top marks. 
Aspirational vocabulary is the language of the top band — it is what distinguishes a GCSE Grade 8 or 9 
response from a Grade 5 or 6. 
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Unit 1 — International Relations 

Autumn / Spring Term 
The vocabulary of global governance, military alliances, trade and international human rights. 

 

Tier 2 — International Relations — Academic Vocabulary 
Academic vocabulary — words used across many subjects 
 

Word Type Definition Example in Citizenship Ti
er 

evaluate verb To make a judgement about the value, 
effectiveness or success of something, 
weighing evidence on both sides. 

Evaluate how effectively the United 
Nations has fulfilled its aims. 

E 

assess verb To weigh evidence carefully and make a 
considered judgement about something's 
importance or effectiveness. 

Assess the significance of NATO's 
collective defence principle today. 

E 

analyse verb To examine something systematically, 
breaking it into parts to understand 
strengths, weaknesses and implications. 

Analyse the benefits and costs of Brexit 
for the United Kingdom. 

E 

justify verb To give well-reasoned, evidence-based 
reasons that support a position or 
conclusion. 

Justify your conclusion on whether the 
UN is still fit for purpose. 

E 

significance noun The importance or meaning of something, 
especially its wider consequences or 
long-term impact. 

Explain the significance of the UN 
Security Council veto for international 
action. 

E 

effectiveness noun The degree to which something achieves 
its intended purpose or goals. 

The effectiveness of the UN has been 
questioned after its failure to prevent 
the Rwanda genocide. 

E 

cooperation noun Working together towards a shared goal, 
especially between countries or 
organisations. 

International cooperation through the 
UN helps maintain global peace and 
security. 

E 

consequence noun A result or effect of an action, decision or 
event — often used to evaluate 
outcomes. 

A consequence of Brexit is that UK 
citizens no longer enjoy freedom of 
movement in the EU. 

E 

multilateralism noun An approach to international relations 
involving cooperation among multiple 
countries rather than bilateral or 
unilateral action. 

The UN embodies multilateralism — 
decisions are made collectively by 
member states. 

A 

Carshalton Boys Sports College  |  Citizenship Department     Page 6 



Carshalton Boys Sports College  |  Citizenship  |  Year 9 Vocabulary  |  2026–2027 

Word Type Definition Example in Citizenship Ti
er 

sovereignty noun A state's right to govern itself and make 
its own laws without interference from 
other states. 

Eurosceptics argued that EU 
membership compromised UK 
sovereignty. 

A 

 

Tier 3 — International Relations — Subject-Specific Vocabulary 
Subject-specific vocabulary — the precise language of a citizen 

 

Word Type Definition Example in Citizenship Ti
er 

United Nations noun An international organisation of 193 
member states, founded in 1945, to 
maintain peace, promote human rights 
and facilitate international cooperation. 

The United Nations Security Council 
authorised peacekeeping forces in 
Liberia in 2003. 

E 

General 
Assembly 

noun The main deliberative body of the UN, 
where all 193 member states are 
represented and can vote on resolutions. 

The General Assembly adopted the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
in 1948. 

E 

Security Council noun The most powerful UN body, responsible 
for international peace and security, with 
five permanent members holding veto 
power. 

The Security Council failed to act in 
Rwanda because of the threat of veto. 

E 

veto noun The power of each of the five permanent 
Security Council members (USA, UK, 
France, Russia, China) to block any 
resolution. 

Russia used its veto to block UN action 
on the Syrian civil war. 

E 

peacekeeping noun The deployment of UN military or civilian 
personnel to conflict zones to maintain 
ceasefires and protect civilians. 

UN peacekeeping missions have been 
deployed in over 70 countries since 
1948. 

E 

European Union noun A political and economic union of 27 
European member states, founded on 
principles of free trade, freedom of 
movement and shared governance. 

The EU single market allows goods, 
services, capital and people to move 
freely between member states. 

E 

Brexit noun The UK's withdrawal from the European 
Union, following the 2016 referendum 
(52% to Leave) and completed in January 
2020. 

Brexit ended the UK's participation in 
the EU single market and freedom of 
movement. 

E 
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Word Type Definition Example in Citizenship Ti
er 

Commonwealth noun A voluntary association of 53 states, 
mostly former British territories, 
promoting democracy, human rights and 
economic development. 

The Commonwealth gives smaller 
nations an equal voice at Heads of 
Government meetings. 

E 

NATO noun The North Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
— a military alliance of 32 countries 
committed to collective defence under 
Article 5. 

Article 5 of the NATO treaty was 
invoked for the first time after the 
September 11 attacks in 2001. 

E 

Article 5 noun The NATO treaty clause establishing that 
an attack on one member is an attack on 
all, triggering a collective defence 
response. 

Russia's invasion of Ukraine has 
increased pressure on NATO members 
to honour Article 5 commitments. 

E 

collective 
defence 

noun The principle that member states of a 
military alliance will defend each other if 
any one of them is attacked. 

Collective defence is the founding 
principle of NATO and the source of its 
deterrent strength. 

E 

Council of 
Europe 

noun An international organisation of 47 
member states (separate from the EU) 
that promotes human rights, democracy 
and the rule of law. 

The Council of Europe created the 
European Convention on Human Rights. 

E 

ECHR noun The European Convention on Human 
Rights — an international treaty that 
protects fundamental rights and freedoms 
across Council of Europe states. 

Under the ECHR, UK citizens can bring 
cases before the European Court of 
Human Rights in Strasbourg. 

E 

World Trade 
Organisation 

noun An international body of 160+ members 
that sets global trade rules and provides a 
forum for resolving international trade 
disputes. 

The WTO ruled that the US tariffs on 
Chinese goods violated international 
trade rules. 

E 

tariff noun A tax on imported goods, typically used 
to protect domestic industries or as a 
trade policy tool. 

Brexit meant the UK could negotiate its 
own tariffs outside the EU's common 
external tariff. 

E 

sanction noun An economic or political penalty imposed 
by one or more countries on another to 
pressure behaviour change. 

Western nations imposed sweeping 
financial sanctions on Russia following 
its invasion of Ukraine. 

E 

intervention noun The involvement of an outside country or 
organisation in another country's affairs, 
usually to stop violence or protect rights. 

NATO's intervention in Bosnia in 1995 
helped end the Srebrenica massacre. 

E 

ratification noun The formal process by which a country's 
government confirms and gives legal force 
to a treaty or agreement. 

A country must ratify the ECHR before 
it is legally bound by its provisions. 

A 
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Word Type Definition Example in Citizenship Ti
er 

non-government
al organisation 

noun An independent organisation not 
controlled by governments, typically 
working on humanitarian, environmental 
or rights issues. 

Amnesty International is an NGO that 
campaigns against human rights abuses 
worldwide. 

A 

geopolitical adjective Relating to the influence of geography and 
international relations on political power. 

NATO's geopolitical importance has 
increased significantly since Russia's 
invasion of Ukraine. 

A 

mediation noun A process in which a neutral third party 
helps disputing parties reach a negotiated 
agreement. 

The UN often attempts mediation 
between conflicting nations before 
authorising peacekeeping forces. 

A 

free trade noun A system of international trade in which 
goods and services move between 
countries without tariffs or trade barriers. 

The WTO promotes free trade by 
reducing tariffs and resolving trade 
disputes between nations. 

A 
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Unit 2 — Rights and Responsibilities 

Spring / Summer Term 
The vocabulary of moral and legal rights, consumer protection, employment law and the limits of rights. 

 

Tier 2 — Rights and Responsibilities — Academic Vocabulary 
Academic vocabulary — words used across many subjects 
 

Word Type Definition Example in Citizenship Ti
er 

distinguish verb To recognise and clearly explain the 
difference between two or more things. 

Distinguish between moral and legal 
rights, giving a precise example of each. 

E 

analyse verb To examine something carefully, 
identifying its parts, implications and 
significance. 

Analyse a situation in which two rights 
come into conflict. 

E 

apply verb To use knowledge or a principle to 
understand or resolve a specific situation. 

Apply the Consumer Rights Act 2015 to 
this faulty goods scenario. 

E 

enforce verb To ensure that a rule or law is obeyed, 
using authority or legal action if 
necessary. 

Trading Standards can enforce 
consumer protection laws on behalf of 
the public. 

E 

obligation noun Something one is required to do, either 
by law (legal obligation) or by moral 
principle (moral obligation). 

Employees have both legal and moral 
obligations to their employer. 

E 

negotiate verb To discuss something in order to reach an 
agreement between parties. 

Trade unions negotiate pay and 
conditions on behalf of workers. 

E 

redress noun Remedy or compensation for a wrong or 
grievance. 

If a product is faulty, consumers are 
entitled to seek redress under the 
Consumer Rights Act 2015. 

E 

conflict noun/verb A clash between competing interests, 
rights or principles. 

Free speech can conflict with the right 
to be protected from discrimination. 

E 

proportionality noun The principle that any restriction on 
rights must be no more than is necessary 
to achieve its legitimate aim. 

Anti-terrorism laws must pass the test 
of proportionality before they can 
restrict civil liberties. 

A 

vicarious liability noun Legal responsibility held by one party for 
the wrongful acts of another, particularly 
an employer for their employees. 

An employer may face vicarious liability 
if an employee discriminates against a 
colleague at work. 

A 
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Tier 3 — Rights and Responsibilities — Subject-Specific Vocabulary 
Subject-specific vocabulary — the precise language of a citizen 

 

Word Type Definition Example in Citizenship Ti
er 

moral right noun A right that people believe everyone 
should have based on conscience or 
fairness, but which is not legally 
enforceable. 

It is a moral right to expect honesty 
from a partner, but courts cannot 
enforce it. 

E 

legal right noun A right that is written into law and can be 
enforced through the courts. 

Workers have a legal right to be paid at 
least the National Minimum Wage. 

E 

moral 
responsibility 

noun A duty to act rightly because of 
conscience or values, not because the law 
requires it. 

It is a moral responsibility to help 
someone in danger, though the law does 
not always require it. 

E 

legal 
responsibility 

noun A duty required by law, the failure of 
which may result in legal consequences. 

It is a legal responsibility to report 
certain crimes, such as suspected 
terrorist activity. 

E 

home-school 
agreement 

noun A written commitment between a school, 
parents/carers and pupils setting out 
mutual expectations and obligations. 

The home-school agreement requires 
parents to support attendance and 
homework completion. 

E 

balancing rights noun The process of weighing one person's 
rights against another's when they 
conflict, to reach a fair outcome. 

Balancing rights is required when press 
freedom clashes with an individual's 
right to privacy. 

E 

rights in conflict noun A situation in which exercising one 
person's right limits or infringes another 
person's right. 

The right to free speech is in conflict 
with the right to be free from hate 
speech. 

E 

Consumer 
Rights Act 2015 

noun UK legislation that entitles consumers to 
goods that are satisfactory, fit for purpose 
and as described, with rights to repair, 
replacement or refund. 

Under the Consumer Rights Act 2015, 
you are entitled to a full refund if goods 
are faulty within 30 days. 

E 

Alternative 
Dispute 
Resolution 

noun Methods of resolving disputes outside of 
court, such as mediation or arbitration. 

If complaining to the retailer fails, 
Alternative Dispute Resolution can help 
resolve a consumer dispute without 
going to court. 

E 

Trading 
Standards 

noun Local authority service that enforces 
consumer protection laws and 
investigates unfair trading practices. 

Trading Standards can prosecute 
businesses that sell counterfeit or 
unsafe goods. 

E 

Equality Act 
2010 

noun UK legislation that prohibits 
discrimination on the basis of nine 

Under the Equality Act 2010, an 
employer cannot refuse to hire 
someone because of their religion. 

E 
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Word Type Definition Example in Citizenship Ti
er 

protected characteristics, including age, 
race, sex, disability and religion. 

protected 
characteristic 

noun One of the nine characteristics protected 
from discrimination under the Equality 
Act 2010: age, disability, gender 
reassignment, marriage and civil 
partnership, pregnancy and maternity, 
race, religion or belief, sex, and sexual 
orientation. 

Race is a protected characteristic, so 
dismissing an employee because of their 
ethnicity is unlawful. 

E 

National 
Minimum Wage 

noun The legally required minimum hourly rate 
of pay for workers in the UK, varying by 
age. 

Employers who pay below the National 
Minimum Wage can be prosecuted by 
HMRC. 

E 

contract of 
employment 

noun A legal agreement between an employer 
and employee that sets out the terms and 
conditions of work, including pay, hours 
and holiday entitlement. 

A contract of employment must be 
provided to all employees within two 
months of starting work. 

E 

trade union noun An organisation of workers that acts 
collectively to protect and improve pay, 
working conditions and employment 
rights. 

UNISON is a trade union that 
represents workers in public services 
such as health and local government. 

E 

collective 
bargaining 

noun The process by which a trade union 
negotiates pay and conditions with an 
employer on behalf of its members. 

Through collective bargaining, the RMT 
union secured a pay increase for railway 
workers. 

E 

Health and 
Safety at Work 
Act 

noun UK legislation that places duties on 
employers to ensure the safety and 
welfare of their employees in the 
workplace. 

Under the Health and Safety at Work 
Act, employers must carry out risk 
assessments for hazardous activities. 

E 

industrial action noun Collective action by workers to put 
pressure on an employer, most commonly 
in the form of a strike. 

Train drivers took industrial action after 
pay talks with the employer broke 
down. 

E 

declaration noun A formal statement of shared beliefs or 
principles, such as the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, which sets 
out ideals but is not directly legally 
binding. 

The Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights is a declaration — it expresses 
shared principles but cannot be directly 
enforced in courts. 

A 

convention noun A formal international agreement 
between countries that creates legally 
binding obligations for those who ratify it. 

The UN Convention on the Rights of 
the Child is a legally binding convention, 
unlike a declaration. 

A 
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Word Type Definition Example in Citizenship Ti
er 

Citizens Advice noun A national network of charitable 
organisations providing free, independent 
advice on consumer, employment, debt 
and legal issues. 

Citizens Advice can advise workers 
whose employer has failed to pay the 
National Minimum Wage. 

A 
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