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Excellence e Character ¢ Aspiration

fil Subject Vision — Why Citizenship Matters

Our Vision Our Three-Strand Purpose

In Year 10, our Citizenship vision becomes formal academic study. Pupils begin the OCR GCSE (9-1) Citizenship Studies » Knowledge (AO1) — detailed, exam-ready knowledge of law, parliamentary democracy, devolved and local government,
(J270), a qualification that asks them to know the machinery of the British state in precise detail, apply that knowledge to the constitution, the economy and media, and politics beyond the UK.

realistic scenarios, and think critically to reach substantiated judgements about how power, law and democracy function.

) . ) . e » Application (AO2) — applying this knowledge to realistic scenarios and sources, in the exact style of OCR's Component
Pupils should leave Year 10 not merely able to pass an exam, but genuinely more capable of engaging with public life. 01, 02 and 03 papers

» Analysis & Evaluation (AO3) — constructing sustained, evidence-based arguments — the highest-weighted objective at
40% — culminating in an independent Citizenship Action project.

@ Curriculum Journey — Learning Sequence by Term

AUTUMN 1 AUTUMN 2 SPRING 1 SPRING 2 SUMMER 1 SUMMER 2
Law & the Legal System Democracy, Elections & Voting Layers of Government UK Constitution Economy, Media & Politics Beyond Participation & Citizenship Action
the UK
Rules and laws, criminal vs civil law, Representative democracy, UK electoral Forming governments and coalitions, Separation of powers, the bicameral Taxation and public spending, the free press  Routes to participation, and planning,
sources of law, the justice system and the systems (FPTP, AMS, STV), political parties Cabinet roles, and local, regional and Parliament, ceremonial roles, the and regulation, and UK democracy executing and evaluating a real Citizenship
purpose of sanctions. and democratic values. devolved government. uncodified constitution and sovereignty. compared internationally. Action project.

How the Curriculum Spirals from KS3 Rights and law, built across Years 7-9, reach full GCSE depth in Unit 1. Democracy, introduced in Year 7 and deepened in Year 8, is delivered at full GCSE depth in Units 2—4 (Year 9 deliberately pauses this strand to allow room here).
International relations, introduced in Year 9, returns in Unit 5 through the comparative lens of politics beyond the UK. Citizenship action, practised informally since Year 7 through classroom debate, is formalised in Unit 6 as a genuine, assessed, real-world project. The KS3
'assess'/'evaluate’ register is now applied directly to OCR's AO3-weighted extended responses, worth 40% of the overall GCSE grade.

[ Assessment Information

How Pupils Are Assessed Formal Assessment by Unit
» Mid-point assessments — testable knowledge chunks within each unit, identifying gaps early » Unit 1 — Law & the Legal System: end-of-unit past paper assessment (Papers 1, 2 & 3)
» End-of-unit past-paper assessments — mirroring OCR Component 01/02/03 style and mark schemes » Unit 2 — Democracy, Elections & Voting: end-of-unit past paper assessment (Papers 1 & 2)
» Knowledge tests — short, frequent retrieval checks of key terms » Unit 3 — Layers of Government: end-of-unit past paper assessment (Papers 1 & 2)
» Feeding Forward lessons — PATHS feedback referencing OCR grade descriptor language » Unit 4 — UK Constitution: 12-mark essay plus end-of-unit past paper assessment (Papers 1 & 2)

» Unit 5 — Economy, Media & Politics Beyond the UK: end-of-topic past paper assessment (Papers 1 & 2)

» Unit 6 — Participation & Citizenship Action: 12-mark Citizenship Action evaluation question (Component 02)

® PATHS Marking Framework

Every formal assessment is followed by feedback using PATHS — the school's consistent feedback model. No PATHS cycle is complete until the pupil has responded.

\ Element What it means Example in this year
P Positive Comment A specific, sincere comment on a genuine strength of the work. “Your evaluation of electoral systems used precise data to compare seats and votes.”
A Attainment Mark / Grade A clear mark or working grade calibrated against OCR grade boundaries. Mark or working grade with a brief comment against the OCR grade 2/5/8 descriptors.
T Target to Improve A dlinele, Spemiie e deem diesly Cram dhe relerrt O e dsaises, ;;?,,Zﬁ;i{,:fﬂ grade 5 to grade 8, your argument needs to become more perceptive and convincing, considering a wider variety
H How-to Instructions A precise, do-able instruction telling the pupil exactly how to act on the target. “Re-write your conclusion to directly compare the strength of both sides before reaching a justified judgement.”
S Student Response Pupils respond in green pen in the same or next lesson; the teacher checks the response. Green pen response checked by the teacher against the relevant OCR grade descriptor.
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