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A Note for Students and Families

This booklet covers the new content studied in Year |3: Nationalism (the non-core political idea), the
Government and Politics of the United States of America (Component 3), and a comprehensive examination
technique glossary. Students have already received a Year |2 booklet covering Components | and 2 and the
core political ideas. Both booklets together constitute the complete vocabulary for all three A Level papers.

What is different about Year 13 vocabulary

Component 3 introduces a large volume of US-specific institutional and political terminology that does not
appear in Papers | and 2. Terms like 'filibuster', 'originalism’, 'Super PACs', 'invisible primary' and 'stare
decisis' are unique to the US comparative context. They cannot be approximated by UK equivalents in
examination answers — they must be known precisely and deployed accurately.

The Examination Technique Glossary

The final section of this booklet is unique to Year |3: a glossary of examination command words, mark
scheme language and question format terms. Students who understand the difference between 'examine' and
'evaluate', who know what 'Level 4 analysis' requires, and who can define 'synoptic' accurately will write
better examination answers. This section should be read at the start of the Year |3 revision programme and
revisited before every mock and past-paper session.

How to use this booklet alongside the Year 12 booklet

The two booklets together cover the entire Edexcel 9PLO A Level vocabulary. For revision, use both: Papers
| and 2 draw on Year |2 vocabulary; Paper 3 draws primarily on Year |3 vocabulary; but the synoptic
dimension of all three papers means terms from both booklets may appear in any question. In the final weeks
before the examination, self-quiz across both booklets.

A final note on comparative vocabulary

Many of the most important vocabulary items in this booklet are comparative — they describe a term whose
meaning must be understood in relation to its UK equivalent. 'Entrenchment’ means something specific in the
US context (requires supermajority amendment) that contrasts directly with the UK (no entrenchment,
Parliament Acts pass by simple majority). Always know the comparison as well as the definition.
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Political Ideas — Nationalism

Nationalism

Year |3 Autumn |

Core principles, types and key thinkers. Papers | and 2 Section B— 24-mark 'to what extent' essays.

nation

nation-state

self-determinati
on

culturalism

Volksgeist

civic
nationalism

liberal
nationalism

conservative
nationalism

Carshalton Boys Sports College | Politics Department | Edexcel 9PLO

noun

noun

noun

noun

noun

noun

noun

noun

Definition

A group of people who identify themselves as
a cohesive community based on shared
culture, history, language or ethnic origin.

A political unit in which the boundaries of the
state coincide with the boundaries of the
nation: one people, one government, one
territory.

The right of a nation to govern itself
independently, free from external domination.

The nationalist belief that a nation is defined
primarily by its shared cultural identity:
language, customs, traditions and way of life.

Herder's concept of the unique 'spirit of the
people': the distinctive cultural character that
defines a particular nation.

The form of nationalism in which membership
of the nation is defined by political
participation and citizenship rather than
ethnicity or culture.

A form of nationalism that upholds the rights
of all nations to self-determination while
respecting the equivalent rights of other
nations.

A form of nationalism that emphasises national
unity, tradition and social cohesion, often as a
force against internal disorder and social
change.

Page 4

Example / Essay Use

Nationalists differ on how to define 'the
nation”: civic nationalists define it by
political participation; ethnic nationalists
by ancestry and culture.

Mazzini believed each nation should have
its own state; the Wilsonian principle of
national self-determination after 1918
sought to create nation-states from
empires.

Self-determination was the basis for
post-colonial independence movements;
it underpins Scottish and Catalan
independence campaigns today.

Herder's culturalism: every nation has a
unique cultural character (Volksgeist)
that must be preserved and expressed.

Herder argued that each nation's
Volksgeist is unique and
incommensurable: no culture is superior
to another; only different.

Rousseau's general will and civic
nationalism: the nation is a political
community of citizens who actively
participate in self-governance.

Mazzini's liberal nationalism: nations are
natural communities that should govern
themselves, but all nations have equal
rights.

Conservative nationalism uses patriotism
to forge unity and loyalty to existing
institutions, resisting cosmopolitanism
and multiculturalism.
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Definition Example / Essay Use

anti-colonial noun A form of nationalism that rejects colonial rule = Garvey's Pan-Africanism and anti-colonial  E
nationalism and seeks to restore governance to indigenous = "ationalism: A"(r’ca” peoples worldwide
. share an identity and must unite to resist
populations. ) .
colonial exploitation.
expansionist noun A form of nationalism that asserts the Maurras's integral nationalism E
nationalism superiority of one nation and its right to encouraged total subservience to the
. nation and a militaristic, expansionist
expand at the expense of others; associated forei .
‘oreign policy.
with chauvinism and militarism.
integral noun Maurras's extreme form of nationalism in /nregra/ nationalism rejects liberal E
nationalism which individuals are required to submerge individualism: the nation is the supreme
- . . . . reality; the individual owes it absolute
their identities entirely within the nation; joyatey
associated with authoritarianism and
militarism.
Pan-Africanism roun The political and cultural movement, Garvey's Pan-Africanism argued that E

African people would only achieve
freedom and equality by recognising their
shared identity and uniting across
national divisions.

associated with Garvey, asserting the unity of
all African peoples worldwide regardless of
national borders.

racialism noun The belief (held by a small minority within Racialism is rejected by liberal and E
conservative nationalists; it underpins

the most extreme and historically

dangerous forms of expansionist

nationalism.

nationalism) that humanity is meaningfully
divided into biological races with distinct
characteristics.

internationalis noun The belief that humanity shares common Some nationalists have an internationalist E
dimension: Garvey's Pan-Africanism and

liberal nationalists like Mazzini both

envisioned a community of free nations.

m interests that transcend national boundaries,
and that international cooperation should take
priority over national interest.

chauvinism noun An extreme and aggressive form of nationalism = Chauvinistic nationalism underpins E
expansionist regimes that seek to

dominate or absorb other nations rather

than respecting their self-determination.

that asserts the superiority of one's own
nation and contempt for others.

general will noun Rousseau's concept of the collective will of the = Rousseau's general will is the basis for A
civic nationalism: a legitimate

government governs in the name of the

whole community, not factional interests.

political community, distinct from the mere
sum of individual preferences, which should
form the basis of legitimate government.
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Component 3 — Government and Politics of the USA

US Constitution and Federalism

Component 3 — Autumn Term

The vocabulary of the US Constitution, federalism, amendment and constitutional principles.

codification

entrenchment

separation of
powers

checks and
balances

federalism

enumerated
powers

elastic clause

bipartisanship
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noun

noun

noun

noun

noun

noun

noun

noun

Definition

The process of collecting and restating
constitutional laws in a single, authoritative
written document.

Protection of constitutional provisions from
change by ordinary legislative majority,
requiring a higher amendment threshold.

The constitutional division of government into
separate executive, legislative and judicial
branches with distinct powers and functions.

The mechanisms by which each branch of the
US government limits the power of the other
two, preventing any single branch from
dominating.

A constitutional system dividing sovereign
power between a national government and
state governments, each with their own areas
of authority.

The specific powers granted to Congress in
Article |, Section 8 of the US Constitution,
including taxation, regulation of commerce and
declaring war.

The 'necessary and proper' clause of Article |
Section 8, allowing Congress to make laws
needed to execute its enumerated powers.

Cooperation between the two major US
political parties (Democrats and Republicans)
to achieve legislative goals.

Page 6

Example / Essay Use

The US Constitution is the world's
oldest codified constitution; the UK's
constitution is uncodified, drawn from
multiple sources.

US constitutional entrenchment requires
2/3 Congressional majority + 3/4 state
ratification; only 27 amendments in 230+
years.

The US has strict separation of powers:
the President is not a member of
Congress; the same person cannot serve
in two branches simultaneously.

Congress checks the President through
override of vetoes and confirmation of
appointments; the President checks
Congress through the veto power.

US federalism divides power between
the federal government (enumerated
powers) and 50 states (reserved powers
under the |0th Amendment).

Enumerated powers limit what Congress
can do; the elastic clause (necessary and
proper clause) allows implied powers to
extend these.

The elastic clause has allowed Congress
to extend its powers significantly beyond
the enumerated list — a key source of
federal expansion.

Bipartisanship is required for
constitutional amendments (2/3
majority) and is increasingly rare in
polarised contemporary US politics.
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Definition

Example / Essay Use

limited noun

government

Bill of Rights noun

nullification noun

US Congress

The constitutional principle that the powers of
government are restricted by the Constitution,
protecting citizens from governmental
overreach.

The first ten amendments to the US
Constitution (1791), protecting fundamental
individual rights and liberties from federal
government infringement.

The (disputed) doctrine that individual states
have the right to void federal laws they
consider unconstitutional.

Component 3 — Autumn Term

Limited government is a founding E
principle of the US Constitution: the Bill

of Rights explicitly restricts what

government can do.

The Bill of Rights includes freedom of E
speech (Ist Amendment), the right to

bear arms (2nd Amendment), and

protection from unreasonable search

(4th Amendment).

Nullification has been rejected by the A
Supreme Court (McCulloch v Maryland,

1819) but resurfaces in debates about
marijuana legalisation and gun control.

The vocabulary of congressional structure, functions, powers and the factors shaping congressional behaviour.

bicameralism noun
filibuster noun
cloture noun
gridlock noun
divided noun
government

Carshalton Boys Sports College | Politics Department | Edexcel 9PLO

Definition

Having two legislative chambers; in the USA,
the House of Representatives (435 members,
2-year terms) and the Senate (100 members,
6-year terms).

A Senate procedural tactic allowing unlimited
debate on legislation, which can only be ended
by cloture (60 votes), giving the minority the
ability to block legislation.

The Senate procedure to end a filibuster,
requiring a vote of 60 senators (three-fifths of
the Senate).

Legislative stalemate in which Congress and
the Presidency (or the two chambers) are
unable to agree on legislation.

A situation in which the Presidency and one or
both chambers of Congress are controlled by
different political parties.

Page 7

Example / Essay Use

US bicameralism is broadly equal: both E
chambers must pass identical legislation

for it to become law. The Senate is

arguably more powerful.

The filibuster was used to block civil E
rights legislation for decades; it remains a
major source of Senate gridlock.

Without cloture, a determined minority E
can filibuster indefinitely; achieving 60
votes often requires bipartisan support.

Gridlock is common in divided E
government: Obama faced gridlock after

2010; Trump after 2018; Biden after

2022.

Divided government increases the E
likelihood of gridlock and incentivises

veto use; it has been common since

1968.
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Definition

Example / Essay Use

incumbency

congressional
caucus

pork barrel

oversight

unanimous
consent

partisanship

midterm
elections

noun

noun

noun

noun

noun

noun

noun

The electoral advantage held by sitting
members of Congress: name recognition,
fundraising capacity, constituency service and
credit-claiming.

An informal grouping of members of Congress
sharing a common interest, ideology or
identity, operating outside formal party
structures.

Government spending directed to a specific
district or state primarily to benefit local
constituents and improve an incumbent's
re-election prospects.

Congress's function of scrutinising executive
branch activities, particularly through
committee hearings and investigations.

A Senate agreement to waive procedural rules;
any single senator can object, blocking the
arrangement.

Strong, loyal identification with a political party
that shapes voting and political behaviour, often
at the expense of bipartisan compromise.

US Congressional elections held two years into
a presidential term, in which all 435 House
seats and one-third of Senate seats are
contested.

US Presidency

Component 3 — Autumn Term

Congressional re-election rates regularly
exceed 90%, reflecting the powerful
incumbency advantage; challengers rarely
defeat sitting members.

The Congressional Black Caucus and the
House Freedom Caucus are examples of
ideological and identity caucuses that
shape legislative outcomes.

Pork barrel spending (earmarks) was
curtailed after 2011 by Congressional
moratoriums, but the practice has
resurfaced in appropriations bills.

Senate committee hearings on Supreme
Court nominees and House
investigations (e.g. January 6th
Committee) are key oversight
mechanisms.

Much routine Senate business operates
by unanimous consent; a single senator's
objection can derail uncontroversial
legislation.

Rising partisan polarisation in Congress
has made bipartisan legislation
increasingly rare; the Republican Party's
cohesion on tax cuts and the
Democratic Party's on healthcare reflect
intense partisanship.

Midterm elections typically punish the
incumbent president's party: Obama lost
the House in 2010; Trump lost the
House in 2018.

The vocabulary of formal and informal presidential power, EXOF, and presidential constraints.

Carshalton Boys Sports College | Politics Department | Edexcel 9PLO  Page 8



Carshalton Boys Sports College | Politics | Year 13 A Level Vocabulary | 2026-2027

Definition Example / Essay Use

executive noun Presidential directives with the force of law, Obama's DACA (2012) and Trump's E
travel ban were executive orders; both

were challenged in the courts, illustrating
constitutional limits.

orders issued without Congressional approval, based
on the President's constitutional authority.

EXOP noun The Executive Office of the President: the EXOP gives the President institutional E
capacity that rivals departments: the

NSC shapes foreign policy; the OMB
shapes the federal budget.

cluster of agencies that directly support the
President, including the NSC, OMB and White

House Office.
imperial noun Arthur Schlesinger's term for a presidency that = Nixon's impoundment of funds and E
presidency has accumulated excessive, unchecked power, = €€/t bombing of Cambodia exemplified

the imperial presidency; Trump's second

bypassing Congress and distorting the S e R e

constitutional balance.

imperi"ed noun The counter-argument that Presidents are Carter and Ford's inability to pass their E
presidency actually constrained by Congress, the courts, /egéjllaal:e pro‘g;rg;r(;m;s. and Oiama s
t- , t
media and public opinion, making the office griglock post-c/0, lstrate the
imperilled presidency.
weaker than it appears.
electoral noun The authority given to the President by Reagan's 1984 landslide gave him a E

powerful electoral mandate; Trump's
narrow 2024 Electoral College win was
nonetheless claimed as a mandate for
radical change.

mandate winning an election, used to claim popular
support for a policy agenda.

pocket veto noun A presidential veto exercised by failing to sign = Presidents can use pocket vetoes when E
Congress is in recess; unlike regular

a bill within 10 days when Congress is not in
vetoes, pocket vetoes cannot be

session, preventing the bill becoming law

overridden.
without a formal veto message.
powers of noun Neustadt's concept that the President's real Neustadt argued that Eisenhower E
persuasion power lies not in formal constitutional m/sunde/:jsto;dpfeSIdenF;a/power a8 u
commana, effective presidents persuade
authority but in the ability to persuade others P P
Congress, the bureaucracy and the
to act in the President's interest. public.
unified noun A situation in which the same political party Trump had unified government E
controls the Presidency and both chambers of | 20/7-2018 and used it to pass the Tax
government C 4 Cuts and Jobs Act; Obama had it
ongress. 2009-2010 and passed the ACA.
lame duck noun A President or other official who has lost Second-term presidents become lame E

ducks as their term ends: Congress is
less willing to cooperate when they
cannot threaten consequences at the
re-election. next election.

power or is serving out a term after their
party has lost an election or they cannot seek

executive noun The President's claimed right to withhold Nixon invoked executive privilege to A
withhold White House tapes; the

Supreme Court ruled (US v Nixon,
1974) the privilege is not absolute.

privilege information from Congress and the courts on
grounds of national security or executive
confidentiality.
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US Supreme Court and Civil Rights

Component 3 — Autumn Term

The vocabulary of judicial review, constitutional interpretation and civil rights protection.

judicial review

judicial activism

judicial
restraint

originalism

living
Constitution

stare decisis

strict
constructionis
m

loose
constructionis
m

affirmative
action
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noun

noun

noun

noun

noun

noun

noun

noun

noun

Definition

The power of the Supreme Court to strike
down federal or state laws that contradict the
Constitution, established by Marbury v
Madison (1803).

The approach to constitutional interpretation
in which judges are willing to overturn
precedent and interpret the Constitution
broadly to achieve just outcomes.

The approach to constitutional interpretation
in which judges defer to elected legislatures
and are reluctant to overturn precedent or
expand constitutional protections.

The interpretive doctrine that the
Constitution should be understood according
to the meaning intended by its authors in
1787.

The interpretive doctrine that the
Constitution must be understood in the
context of evolving social values and
circumstances, not fixed at 1787.

Latin for 'to stand by decided matters": the
principle that courts should respect and follow
precedent from earlier decisions.

The interpretive approach that the
Constitution should be read narrowly and
literally, limiting the powers of government to
what is explicitly stated.

The interpretive approach that the
Constitution should be read broadly, allowing
implied powers and expanding interpretations
to meet new circumstances.

Policies designed to increase representation of
historically disadvantaged groups (particularly
Black Americans) in education and
employment.

Page 10

Example / Essay Use

Judicial review gives the Supreme Court
ultimate constitutional authority; it
struck down affirmative action in SFFA v
Harvard (2023).

The Warren Court was activist: Brown v
Board of Education (1954) and Roe v
Wade (1973) demonstrate willingness to
challenge existing legal structures.

Justices Scalia and Thomas advocated
Jjudicial restraint: courts should not make
policy; elected legislatures should decide
contested social questions.

Scalia's originalism: the right to bear
arms (2nd Amendment) should be
interpreted as the founders intended,
not adapted to modern circumstances.

Warren Court liberals applied the living
Constitution doctrine: the 8th
Amendment's prohibition on 'cruel and
unusual punishment' must evolve with
society.

Dobbs v Jackson (2022) overturned Roe
v Wade despite stare decisis: six
conservative justices held the precedent
was 'egregiously wrong"

Strict constructionists argue the federal
government has only enumerated
powers; implied powers represent
constitutional overreach.

Loose constructionists use the elastic
clause and commerce clause to justify
extensive federal regulatory power.

SFFA v Harvard (2023) struck down
race-conscious admissions policies,
ending the affirmative action era
established by Bakke (1978).
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Definition

Example / Essay Use

civil rights

swing justice

imperial
judiciary

noun

noun

noun

The rights of individuals to receive equal
treatment and protection under the law,
regardless of characteristics such as race,
gender or religion.

A Supreme Court justice whose vote is not
predictable along partisan lines and who
therefore determines outcomes in closely
divided cases.

The criticism that an unelected Supreme
Court has accumulated too much political
power, making decisions that should be made
by elected legislatures.

US Democracy and Participation

Component 3 — Autumn Term

The Civil Rights Act (1964) and Voting E
Rights Act (1965) were landmark

legislation; their protection has been
contested in subsequent Supreme Court
rulings.

Justice Kennedy was the swing vote for E
two decades; after his retirement, the

Court became more reliably

conservative.

Critics of the Warren Court accused it A
of being an imperial judiciary; similar
critiques followed Dobbs from the left.

The vocabulary of presidential elections, campaign finance, parties, interest groups and democratic participation.

Electoral
College

invisible
primary

primaries and
caucuses

Super PACs

PACs

noun

noun

noun

noun

noun

Definition

The system for electing the US President: each
state has electoral votes equal to its
Congressional delegation; 270 of 538 are
required to win.

The pre-primary period (often |-2 years
before the first state contests) during which
candidates build name recognition, fundraise
and attract endorsements.

The state-level contests in which voters or
party activists select candidates for the general
election presidential race.

Political Action Committees that can raise and
spend unlimited sums on independent political
communications, created by Citizens United v
FEC (2010).

Political Action Committees that can raise
limited sums from members and donate

Carshalton Boys Sports College | Politics Department | Edexcel 9PLO  Page ||

Example / Essay Use

The Electoral College twice elected a E
president who lost the popular vote

(2000: Bush; 2016: Trump), fuelling

reform debates.

The invisible primary is increasingly E
decisive: candidates who fail to raise

funds or build media profiles rarely reach

lowa and New Hampshire.

lowa caucuses and New Hampshire E
primary are first; their results generate
momentum or eliminate candidates early

in the race.

Super PACs can accept unlimited E
corporate, union and individual

donations; they cannot legally coordinate
directly with campaigns but frequently

support them.

PAC:s allow corporations, trade unions E
and interest groups to pool

contributions for candidates; limits:

$5,000 per candidate per election.
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Definition Example / Essay Use

directly to candidates (subject to Federal
Election Commission limits).

hard money noun Political contributions made directly to Hard money is capped: individuals can E
donate $3,300 per candidate per election
P P

candidates, subject to federal limits regulated
cycle under current FEC rules.

by the FEC.

soft money noun Unregulated political contributions historically = The McCain-Feingold Act (2002) banned = E
soft money to national party

committees; Citizens United (2010)

opened new channels for unlimited

made to parties rather than candidates; largely
banned by the McCain-Feingold Act (2002) for

federal elections. spending.
incumbency noun The electoral benefits enjoyed by sitting Presidential incumbency advantage: only E
advantage officeholders: name recognition, fundraising four sitting presidents have lost

re-election bids since 1900 (Hoover;

access, ability to deliver for constituents, and Carter; Bush Sr; Trump).

media coverage.

interest group noun An organisation representing the shared The NRA, AARP and AFL-CIO are E
powerful US interest groups that lobby
Congress, fund campaigns and mobilise
members.

interests of a defined group that seeks to
influence government policy without seeking
to form a government.

pressure group  /0un The methods used by interest groups to The NRA uses all available tactics: PAC E
donations, direct lobbying, public

mobilisation and litigation to protect 2nd
Amendment rights.

tactics influence government: lobbying, campaign
contributions, litigation, mobilising members,
and advertising.

party platform  noun The official statement of a political party's The Republican platform (2024) E
emphasised immigration restriction and

policy positions, adopted at the national " !
energy independence; the Democratic

convention. platform emphasised climate action and
healthcare.
swing state noun A state that could plausibly be won by either  Pennsylvania, Wisconsin and Michigan A

are key swing states; candidates spend
the majority of their advertising budgets
there.

party in a presidential election and therefore
receives disproportionate campaign attention.

gerrymanderin noun Manipulation of congressional district Republican-controlled state legislatures A
used gerrymandering after the 2020

census to create safe Republican districts

in swing states.

g boundaries by state legislatures to give one
party an electoral advantage.

Comparative Approaches (UK vs USA)

Component 3 — Spring Term

The vocabulary of comparative theories and the key UK-US comparisons required for Paper 3 Sections A and B.

Carshalton Boys Sports College | Politics Department | Edexcel 9PLO  Page 12
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Definition

Example / Essay Use

rational
approach

cultural
approach

structural
approach

comparative
politics

codified vs
uncodified

federal vs
devolved

fusion vs
separation of
powers

two-party vs
multi-party

living

Constitution vs

parliamentary
sovereignty
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noun

noun

noun

noun

noun

noun

noun

noun

noun

A comparative theory focusing on individual
actors who make choices to maximise their
own benefit; assumes political outcomes
reflect rational self-interest.

A comparative theory focusing on the shared
values, beliefs and norms of groups (parties,
voters, communities) that shape political
behaviour.

A comparative theory focusing on the formal
rules, institutions and processes of a political
system that constrain and determine political
outcomes.

The systematic study of political systems in
different countries, identifying similarities and
differences to develop broader theories of
political behaviour.

The distinction between constitutions
contained in a single written document (US:
codified) and those drawn from multiple
sources (UK: uncodified).

The distinction between federalism
(constitutionally guaranteed state sovereignty)
and devolution (powers delegated from a
sovereign Parliament).

The distinction between the UK's fusion (PM
and Cabinet drawn from Parliament) and the
US's strict separation (President cannot be a
member of Congress).

The distinction between the US's effectively
two-party system (Democrat and Republican)
and the UK's increasingly multi-party system.

The contrast between the US doctrine that
constitutional meaning evolves and the UK
doctrine that Parliament can change any law by
simple majority.

Page 13

Rational approach: senators vote against
their party when constituency interests
demand it; presidents issue executive
orders when Congress blocks legislation.

Cultural approach: the Republican
coalition of evangelical Christians and
fiscal conservatives is held together by
shared cultural values, not rational
calculation alone.

Structural approach: Senate gridlock is
produced by the filibuster's structural
requirement for 60 votes, regardless of
which individuals or groups are involved.

Comparing the US and UK enables
students to understand which political
features are universal and which are
specific to each country's history and
institutions.

The US Constitution's codified nature
makes it more rigid but more resistant
to executive abuse; the UK's uncodified
constitution is flexible but vulnerable to
parliamentary manipulation.

US states have constitutionally
entrenched powers (10th Amendment);
UK devolved governments could
theoretically be abolished by
Westminster:

Fusion of powers gives the UK executive
legislative dominance via party discipline;
separation means US presidents cannot
guarantee Congressional passage of their
legislation.

The US Electoral College structurally
reinforces the two-party system; the
UK's FPTP also disadvantages third
parties but regional multi-party politics is
established.

The US Supreme Court adapts
constitutional meaning over time; the UK
Parliament can simply repeal or amend
any legislation, making entrenchment
irrelevant.
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Examination Technique Glossary

Command Words, Question Formats and Mark Scheme Language

The vocabulary of the examination room itself.

Type Definition Example / Essay Use

describe command = Give a clear account of the main features or ‘Describe the powers of the House of E
word Lords." Give three distinct powers with

brief development. No argument about
their significance required.

characteristics of something. Do not evaluate.
Usually worth 10 marks.

explain command = Give reasons why something is the case, with 'Using Source 1, explain how the source E
word illustrates the limitations of the House of

supporting argument. May be combined with
Lords." Quote source + develop the

'describe’ in 10-mark questions.

implication.
examine command |nvestigate in detail, considering various 'Examine the similarities between the US E
word aspects. Used in Paper 3 Section A |2-mark and UK constitutions.” Develop 2-3
. . comparative points, naming both
comparison questions. . o
countries explicitly.
analyse command = Break down and consider the component 'Ana/yse the differences between E
word parts; show how factors interact and their Cong.ress and the UK Farliament.
significance. Used in Paper 3 |2-marl Identify, explain and assess the
gt o .I P < significance of 2-3 structural differences.
comparison questions.
evaluate command Weigh evidence on both sides and reach a 'Evaluate the view that the Prime E
word justified overall judgement. The primary Mm/sterl“lz’om/ne;tes th; UK POI’tl;C"’I
system.’ Argue for and against, then
command word for 30-mark and 24-mark 4 5 19 a .
reach a balanced, evidenced conclusion.
essays.
to what extent question Asks students to reach a measured judgement "To what extent do conservatives agree E
L iety?’
phrase on how far a claim is accurate. The standard on the nature of society? Argue largely
i X yes/no with thinker references and
24-mark ideas essay question format. .
strand comparisons.
assess command Weigh up the importance or validity of ‘Assess the significance of judicial review E
word different factors, reaching a judgement. in th'e UK." Consider SIS ‘for
significance and those that limit it; reach
a conclusion.
source essay noun A 30-mark essay that uses a source extractas [he source essay (Papers | and 2 Section  E

A) requires: source quotation +
elaboration + own knowledge in each
paragraph.

its starting point. Students must integrate
source references throughout while adding
their own knowledge.
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Definition Example / Essay Use

non-source noun A 30-mark essay that relies entirely on The non-source essay (Papers | and 2 E
Section A) requires: 4-5 paragraphs each

with a claim, named evidence,

counter-claim, mini-conclusion.

essay students' own knowledge, without a provided
source to draw upon.

synoptic adjective.  Drawing on knowledge from multiple topics The Paper 2 Section A essay on E
sovereignty is synoptic: it requires

across the specification rather than a single X
knowledge of Parliament, the courts,

section. devolution and the EU from multiple
content areas.
AOI noun Assessment Obijective |: knowledge and A |0-mark descriptive question primarily E

assesses AO/: name three powers of the
Lords, explain each clearly — that is
AO/ at work.

understanding. 33%% of marks. Demonstrated
by accurate use of subject terms and
knowledge of institutions and processes.

AO2 noun Assessment Objective 2: analysis. 33%% of AO2 in a 30-mark essay: not just that E
Blair used bilateral meetings, but what

this reveals about the concentration of

power in the PM.

marks. Demonstrated by applying knowledge
to specific contexts, explaining the significance
and implications of evidence.

AO3 noun Assessment Objective 3: evaluation. 33%% of  AO3: ‘On balance, the PM does not E
dominate the political system because...'

The balance and justification are what

AO23 requires.

marks. Demonstrated by constructing balanced
arguments with justified conclusions that weigh
the evidence.

Level 4 noun The highest level in Edexcel's mark scheme: A Level 4 30-mark essay: every E
paragraph has a clear claim, precise

named evidence, a developed
counter-argument, and a mini-conclusion;

response demonstrates comprehensive knowledge,
perceptive analysis, and a sustained, balanced

evaluative argument with well-substantiated the overall conclusion is specific and
conclusions. justified.
substantiated noun A conclusion supported by specific, named ‘Overall, the PM does dominate the E

system, as demonstrated by Blair's
decision to go to war in Iraq using royal
prerogative' is substantiated; 'PMs are
very powerful' is not.

conclusion evidence rather than general assertion;
required for Level 4 responses.

perceptive adjective Showing insight that goes beyond the obvious; A perceptive answer on presidentialism A
notes not just that Blair used bilateral

meetings but that this reflects a

structural shift in executive power away

from Cabinet convention.

identifying significance, implications or nuance
that a less sophisticated response would miss.

synoptic link noun An explicit connection drawn between two A synoptic link in a Parliament essay: A
"This supports the point about elective
dictatorship in Component 2, which also
undermines accountability in Component

I's pressure group section.’

different areas of the specification within a
single essay answer.

null hypothesis noun Ina Politica| argument, the default position Treating 'the PM dominates the political A
system'as a null hypothesis to be tested

leads to a more rigorous evaluation than
simply listing supporting points.

that a claim is false until evidence proves
otherwise; useful for structuring balanced
evaluation.
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