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fil Subject Vision — Why Politics Matters

Our Vision Our Three Assessment Objectives
Year 13 is the year everything converges: the USA (Component 3) and Nationalism, then a structured revision programme » Knowledge (AO1) — demonstrating knowledge and understanding of relevant institutions, processes, political concepts,
through all three papers to the May/June examinations. Our vision is disciplined intellectual confidence: knowing the theories and issues, now extended to the USA.

content, the question structures, and what PATHS feedback says they need to do to reach their target grade. > Application (AO2) — applying knowledge to analyse US and comparative UK/US politics, using named, contemporary

evidence and the three comparative theories.

» Analysis & Evaluation (AO3) — evaluating politics and political activity across all three papers to construct arguments
and reach conclusions — weighted equally with AO1 and AO2 at 33%% each.

@ Curriculum Journey — Learning Sequence by Term

AUTUMN 1 AUTUMN 1 SPRING 1 SPRING 2 SUMMER 1 SUMMER 1
Nationalism & US Constitution US Congress & Presidency US Supreme Court, Civil Rights & Revision — Papers 1 & 2 (6 blocks) Revision — Paper 3 (4 blocks) A Level Examinations — Papers 1,2 &
Comparative Approaches 3
Nationalism: core principles, types and key Congress: structure, functions and voting The Supreme Court: powers, key cases, Democracy & Participation, Political US Constitution & Congress, Presidency & All three components sat in the same
thinkers, culminating in a 24-mark essay. US  behaviour. Presidency: formal and activism vs restraint, race and rights; Parties, Electoral Systems, Voting Supreme Court, and Democracy & examination series: 2 hours per paper, 84
Constitution: codification, entrenchment, informal powers, EXOP, and the imperial vs = comparative theories (rational, cultural, Behaviour, the Constitution, Parliament, Participation, with a flexible final block marks per paper, 33%% each.
federalism and checks and balances. imperilled presidency debate. structural) applied across all six comparison PM & Executive, and Branch Relations, plus  targeting each class's weakest areas.
areas. Liberalism, Conservatism, Socialism and
Nationalism.

How Year 13 Builds on Year 12 The US Constitution is compared systematically with the UK constitution. Congress reuses the representation/legislation/scrutiny framework from Parliament. The presidentialism debate provides the baseline for comparing the President and
PM. Judicial independence and rights protection are extended with originalism and living constitution. Liberalism, conservatism and socialism provide the ideological context for US parties and justices; Nationalism completes Political Ideas in Autumn 1.

@ Assessment Information

How Students Are Assessed Formal Assessment by Component
» 30-mark and 12-mark timed essays — one per Component 3 content area, in exam-format practice from week three » Nationalism: 24-mark 'to what extent' timed essay, assessed in Papers 1 & 2 Section B
» 24-mark 'to what extent' essay — Nationalism, taught alongside the opening weeks of Component 3 » US Constitution & Congress: 30-mark timed essays plus 12-mark comparison questions
» Knowledge tests — after every content block, returned with targeted PATHS feedback » US Presidency, Supreme Court & Civil Rights: 30-mark timed essays x2
» Revision-phase PATHS — short, grade-referenced feedback returned within the same or next lesson, every lesson » US Democracy & Participation, Comparative Approaches: 30-mark essay, 12-mark comparisons and the compulsory

theories question

» Spring 2 Revision — Papers 1 -3: 12-mark, 24-mark and 30-mark past-paper questions across all eight sections and all
four ideologies

& PATHS Marking Framework

Every formal assessment is followed by feedback using PATHS — the school's consistent feedback model, calibrated to Edexcel A Level mark scheme level descriptors. No PATHS cycle is complete until the student has responded.

‘ Element What it means Example in this year
P Positive Comment A specific, sincere comment on a genuine strength of the work. “Your Section B theories paragraph named both countries and explained what each theory predicts.”
A Attainment Mark / Grade A clear mark or working grade calibrated against Edexcel level boundaries. Mark or working grade with a brief comment against the Edexcel level descriptors.
T Target to Improve A single, specific target drawn directly from the relevant Edexcel level descriptor. “Your evaluation is descriptive rather than analytical — rewrite your conclusion to open with ‘On balance...””
H How-to Instructions A precise, do-able instruction telling the pupil exactly how to act on the target. “Identify the single most important factor in reaching your overall judgement, and weigh it explicitly.”
S Student Response Students respond in green pen in the same or next lesson; the teacher checks the response. Green pen response checked by the teacher against the relevant Edexcel level descriptor.
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