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fil Subject Vision — Why Politics Matters

Our Vision Our Three Assessment Objectives
The Politics Department develops young men who can think critically about power: who holds it, how it is exercised, and » Knowledge (AO1) — demonstrating knowledge and understanding of relevant institutions, processes, political concepts,
how citizens can challenge it. In Year 12, students begin the Edexcel A Level (9PLO0), acquiring analytical knowledge of UK theories and issues.

democratic processes, parties, electoral systems, the constitution and executive, before turning to liberalism, conservatism

d sociali » Application (AO2) — applying knowledge and understanding to analyse aspects of politics and political activity, using
and socialism.

named, contemporary evidence.

» Analysis & Evaluation (AO3) — evaluating aspects of politics, including different viewpoints, to construct arguments and
reach conclusions — weighted equally with AO1 and AO2 at 33%% each.

@ Curriculum Journey — Learning Sequence by Term

AUTUMN 1 AUTUMN 2 SPRING 1 SPRING 2 SUMMER 1 SUMMER 2
Democracy, Participation & Parties Electoral Systems & Voting The Constitution & Parliament PM, Executive & Branch Relations Revision — Component 1 Recap Political Ideas — Liberalism,
Behaviour Conservatism & Socialism
Direct and representative democracy, the FPTP, AMS, STV and the Closed The nature and sources of the UK The powers and constraints of the PM and Two revision blocks revisiting Component 1 Core principles, internal tensions and key
widening of the franchise, pressure groups, Proportional List System; referendums; constitution, constitutional change since executive, ministerial responsibility, — Democracy & Participation, Political thinkers of liberalism, conservatism and
UK rights culture, and the origins and long- and short-term voting factors; 1997, devolution, and the structure, presidentialism, the Supreme Court, judicial Parties, Electoral Systems and Voting socialism, culminating in three 24-mark 'to
ideology of the main UK parties. election case studies; the role of the functions and relative powers of the review and the location of sovereignty. Behaviour — ahead of AS-style practice. what extent' timed essays.
media. Commons and Lords.

How Year 12 Builds from GCSE Citizenship Democracy, introduced at GCSE, is extended to full A Level depth — pluralist democracy, democratic deficit, votes at 16. Parliament and government, covered at a basic level, are deepened through royal prerogative,
presidentialism and judicial review. GCSE's HRA and Magna Carta content underpins Rights in Context. GCSE's surface-level left-right distinctions become the full philosophical architecture of liberalism, conservatism and socialism, with named thinkers.

[ Assessment Information

How Students Are Assessed Formal Assessment by Component
» 10-mark PATHS questions — one per content section, testing descriptive command with three developed points » Component 1 — Democracy & Participation, Political Parties: 10-mark questions and 30-mark timed essays each section
» 30-mark timed essays — one per section, mirroring Edexcel's source and non-source essay formats » Component 1 — Electoral Systems, Voting Behaviour & Media: 10-mark questions and 30-mark timed essays each
section

» Knowledge tests — every two weeks, returned with targeted PATHS feedback

» Feeding Forward lessons — PATHS feedback referencing Edexcel A Level mark scheme level descriptors > Component 2 — The Constitution, Parliament: 10-mark questions and 30-mark timed essays each section

» Component 2 — PM & Executive, Relations Between the Branches: 10-mark questions and 30-mark timed essays each
section

» Component 1 & 2 —Summer 1 recap ahead of AS public examinations

» Political Ideas — Liberalism, Conservatism, Socialism: three 24-mark 'to what extent' essays,

® PATHS Marking Framework

Every formal assessment is followed by feedback using PATHS — the school's consistent feedback model, calibrated to Edexcel A Level mark scheme level descriptors. No PATHS cycle is complete until the student has responded.

‘ Element What it means Example in this year
P Positive Comment A specific, sincere comment on a genuine strength of the work. “Your evaluation of FPTP used precise data to assess proportionality.”
A Attainment Mark / Grade A clear mark or working grade calibrated against Edexcel level boundaries. Mark or working grade with a brief comment against the Edexcel level descriptors.
T Target to Improve A single, specific target drawn directly from the relevant Edexcel level descriptor. “To move from Level 3 to Level 4, your counter-argument paragraphs need to be as developed as your main argument.”
H How-to Instructions A precise, do-able instruction telling the pupil exactly how to act on the target. “Re-write your conclusion to reach a measured, evidenced judgement on the extent of the claim.”
S Student Response Students respond in green pen in the same or next lesson; the teacher checks the response. Green pen response checked by the teacher against the relevant Edexcel level descriptor.
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