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🏛🏛  Subject Vision — Why Creative iMedia Matters 

Our Vision   
Year 10 is the production year — students move from learning about the media industry to working within its disciplines. From 
Autumn Term, students complete the R094 NEA under supervised conditions, responding to a real OCR-set client brief with 
professional planning, asset creation and evaluation. From Spring Term 2, R093 Topic Areas 3 and 4 are taught deliberately after 
NEA production, so that pre-production theory, legal frameworks and file properties explain, after the fact, decisions students 
have already made in their own portfolios. Students stop seeing planning documents and legal frameworks as abstract exam 
content and start recognising them as the working knowledge of a professional creative practitioner. 

Our Three-Strand Purpose 
▸  Knowledge — pre-production documents (mood board to wireframe); work planning; legal frameworks — copyright, Creative 
Commons, GDPR, defamation, ASA, Ofcom, BBFC and PEGI; distribution platforms; and file properties (DPI/PPI, compression, bit 
depth, sample rate, frame rate). 
▸  Disciplinary Thinking — connecting new R093 theory to students’ own completed NEA evidence; retrieval starters and OCR 
Sample Assessment Material questions in every topic, establishing examination habits a year early; evaluating fitness for 
purpose against a client brief. 
▸  Skill — full NEA portfolio production — mood board, mind map, concept sketches, visualisation diagram, assets log, created 
and edited image assets, a final digital graphic exported in non-proprietary formats, and a written evaluation. 

 

🧭🧭  Curriculum Journey — Learning Sequence by Term 

AUTUMN TERM SPRING TERM SUMMER TERM 

R094 NEA Production R094 Completion + R093 TA3 R093 TA4 + R097 Launch 

OCR-set brief analysed; target audience researched; mood board, mind map, 
concept sketches and visualisation diagram produced to professional standard; 
assets sourced legally and logged; static image assets created and edited — 
internally assessed, externally moderated. 

Final digital graphic assembled, exported and evaluated against the brief (Spring 1); 
then Topic Area 3 — ideas-generation and planning documents, work planning, and 
legal issues — taught through students’ own completed NEA evidence (Spring 2). 

Distribution platforms and media file properties — DPI/PPI, lossy and lossless 
compression, bit depth, sample rate and frame rate; end-of-year synoptic mixed 
exam paper; R097 Interactive Digital Media foundation learning begins in Summer 2 
ahead of the June assignment release. 

A Spiral Curriculum  Year 10 completes the whole R093 specification: TA3–4 builds directly on the Year 9 TA1–2 foundation, and every lesson opens with retrieval starters that interleave prior content alongside SAM exam questions — establishing the revision 
habits that will dominate Year 11. The Photoshop fluency and design vocabulary of Year 9 are applied at full NEA standard in R094, and the planning discipline learned there carries straight into R097, which spans Summer of Year 10 to Spring of Year 11. Every 
topic area is now encountered twice: as theory, and through practical NEA application. 

 

📝📝  Assessment Information 

How Pupils Are Assessed 
▸  NEA PATHS checkpoints — structured review at every portfolio stage: planning documentation, assets, final product and 
evaluation, each with documented student response 
▸  Weekly retrieval starters — interleaving all R093 content taught so far, from Year 9 TA1–2 through to the current topic 
▸  SAM-style exam questions — 4- and 6-mark OCR Sample Assessment Material practice in every topic area, marked with 
PATHS feedback 
▸  DIRT time — built into the lesson following every returned assessment; NEA responses evidenced in dated portfolio versions 

Formal Assessment by Unit 
▸  R094 NEA — complete portfolio submitted in Spring 1: pre-production planning, assets log, final digital graphic in a non-
proprietary format, and written evaluation — internally assessed, externally moderated by OCR 
▸  R093 TA3–4 — knowledge organisers and SAM practice questions per topic; end-of-year mixed synoptic exam paper covering 
all of TA3 and TA4 with full PATHS report 
▸  R097 — Summer 2 foundation tasks (product analysis, GUI and accessibility audits) baseline the NEA journey into Year 11 

 

⭐  PATHS Marking Framework 

 
Every formal assessment is followed by feedback using PATHS — the school's consistent feedback model. No PATHS cycle is complete until the pupil has responded. 

 Element What it means Example in Year 10 

P Positive Comment A specific, sincere comment on a genuine strength — never generic praise. “Your visualisation diagram shows a clear, confident layout that reflects your mood board research — the use 
of white space shows strong understanding of alignment principles.” 

A Attainment Mark / Grade A clear mark-band judgement against the OCR NEA marking criteria or SAM mark scheme. “Currently at Middle Band for planning documentation (6/10). To reach Top Band, the diagram needs exact 
colour codes, font names and image dimensions.” 

T Target to Improve One single, specific, prioritised target — never a list. “Add technical specifications to every element so another designer could recreate your design without asking 
you any questions.” 

H How-to Instructions Concrete, do-able steps telling the pupil exactly how to act on the target. “Add the Hex code beside each colour block; name the exact font, weight and point size for each text element; 
annotate the canvas dimensions in pixels.” 

S Student Response Pupils respond in the next supervised NEA session or in green pen during DIRT time; the teacher 
reviews and initials the PATHS record. Updated visualisation diagram replaces the original in the portfolio; response initialled by the teacher. 
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